asy-care alternatives to grass 


<i 
ri 


ij 


a 


Pe ev 


Lass 


that 


A dest n t ‘defies | r E a 


$6. 99 (Canada $7.99) 
04 


Nothing else 


THE FINES T.-G R EE INES 


However you choose to use your Hartley greenhouse, whether it's growing organic fruit and vegetables, caring for tender plants or simply i 
your own place of refuge you can be sure of this, it will last a lifetime and provide many memorable moments. 


; 
» Exclusively Endorsed by the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew = Established Over 70 Years » Standard or Bespoke Quality Structures 


- Range of Colours » Competttive Prices * Excellent Customer Service and Care » Handmade in Greenfield, England. 


EE eOoOO 


iS a Hartley 


f soe de ae MO N EY Gels Ba we S asl 


For our Sale Offers and a brochure please call or email fgus@hartleybotanic.com hartleybotanic.cam 


781 933 1993 


SU ey GARDENS 


APPROVED BY Bak " 
HARTLEY BOTANIC PBR TIC en 


Gardening —---. 


www.finegardening.com 


features 


34 COVER STORY 
Cutting-garden essentials 


If you only grow a handful of vasewarthy 
flowers, these are the ones you need 


by Catherine Mix 


ao Superb herbs for containers 


These plants can be tricky in the ground, 
but pot them up and watch them thrive 


by Jo Ann Gardner 


44 DESIGN GALLERY 


Gardening a path to your front door 
These dynamic entryways say “Welcome home” in style 


by Michelle Gervais 


50 Break the bulb monotony 


Want more than daffodils and tulips? These exciting 
options will spice up your spring palette 


by Becky Heath 
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It isn't crazy—there's always space for spuds 
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60 When you’ve grown beyond 


your grass 
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low-maintenance alternatives 
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64 A design that defies deer and drought 
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Nyenhuis and Catherin 
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Readers’ tips 


Plant picks 
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Regional picks 
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Effect of alcohol on plant growth; girdling 
roots; salvias that deer prefer—and avoid 


Design ideas 
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EDITOR’S LETTER 


Lawn problems 


NEXT TO INVASIVE PLANTS, lawns have become 


the most hated thing in gardening. The evidence 
usually offered against lawns makes sense: They 


up too much water, fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides, 


and fungicides, all things we need to use as little 
possible if we want to keep the planet healthy. 


Not everybody needs a Jawn. Susan Harris doesn’t, 


and in her article, “When You've Grown Beyond 


take 


of as 


Your 


Grass” (p. 60), she shows you what she has planted instead. Her options are 


safe—to users and the environment—and low m 
those who don’t want grass. 


aintenance: perfect choices for 


Susan acknowledges that lawns have their place—like at my house. I have 
a lawn and would not be without it. Where would my kids play? Gravel and 


mulch are not suitable for soccer or tag. Grass is 


the perfect place for my wife 


to spread out a blanket to eat grapes and Popsicles with the kids while they 
watch me struggle with some gardening chore (which often results in much 


giggling on their part). 


The only water my lawn gets is provided by the clouds. The only feeding it 
gets is if I spill compost intended for my garden plants (this happens a lot). My 
lawn never gets herbicides, pesticides, or fungicides—mainly because ! don’t care 
whether weeds, bad bugs, or evil fungi are present. Because the function of my 


lawn is to be walked on, run on, fallen on, or sat on, I don’t give it much thought. 


I do have a Jawn mower, however, which causes air pollution. But my lawn 
usually only gets mowed when it is up to my ankles. So is my lawn part of 


the problem? A little (thanks to the mower), but 


it isn't the real problem. It 


is up to me how many resources and chemicals my lawn requires. So, perhaps, 


the true problem is with the people who maintai 
unhealthy for the environment and the expectati 


n lawns in a fashion that is 
ons we place on them (lawns 


and their maintainers). If most people didn’t think that only a lawn on which 
Tiger Woods could sink a 40-foot-long putt was acceptable, then we might not 
have this obsession that results in constant mowing and using all that water and 


those herbicides and pesticides. 


I'm not a golfer, and 1 don't put much stock in keeping up with the Joneses 
(which, | think, bothers them). But I’m reminded of why I have my lawn when- 
ever I see my kids running—and inevitably falling—all over the place. I will 
have to work on finding an alternative to my gas mower—sheep, perhaps. But 
1 am happy knowing that my lawn is safe for my kids to play on and allows me 


time to play, too. 


—Steve Aitken, editor 
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Surround yourself in the comfort 
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Inspiration, ideas, and techniques whenever you need them 


Welcome, spring 


Spring is an exciting time for gardeners. It's a time for starting fresh: Maybe you 


want to reduce maintenance, learn a new technique, or plant something you've 


never grown before. No matter what your plans are, you'll find the informa- 


tion you need at FineGardening.com. Read our free how-to and design articles, 


browse our plant database, and interact on our blog and in our forums. It's the 


best way to become a better gardener 


<< 


Start a veggie 
garden 

Are you growing edibles 
this year? Watch our 
how-to videos and get your 
garden off to a great start. 


and it's free. 


Gardening: ever @ 


In your inbox 

Get inspiration, tips, and 
techniques delivered to 
you when you need it with 
our e-newsletter. 
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Ready to overhaul 
a boring bed? 
Browse our archive of 
design articles for inspiration 
and the best plant picks. 
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Free 
Iris Booklet! 


Send for your free full color booklet 
packed full of bargain collections, 
growing tips and planting ideas so 

you can try these incredible flowers 

in your garden! Direct from the 
grower. Send for your FREE Booklet 
today! Or call toll-free 


1-800-525-2367 ext 50 


IRIS GARDENS 

3625 Quinaby Rd NE, Dept. 50, Salem, OR 97303 
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Long a staple on the farm, the 
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SURERBERIES 
YELLOW 
CHIFFON 


Superbells sets the standard far 
Calibrachoa, with its extraordinary color 
range and variety of growth habits from 

compact to cascading. And Yellow Chiffon 
is a gardener's favorite and a selection in 
the P. Allen Smith Platinum Collectian 
for 2010. Like all Proven Winners, 
Superbells is a reliable, colorful, 
vigorous variety. Our commitment 
to providing the best plants 
is what makes you say WOW. 


Look for Proven Winners in our distinctive 
containers at independent garden centers across 
the country and The Home Depot. 


PAW 


PROVEN 
WINNERS’ 


We Plant Ideas.” 


reader service no. 77 


www.finegardening.com | April 2010 93 
g | Ap 


eS er 


; 


WRITE TO: 
Over the Fence, 
Fine Gardening, 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or 
e-mail us at fg@ 
taunton.com. 
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Tris ‘Walk the Line’ 


A recommendation 

for Zone 4 

n your item about irises (“Not All 
1 ises Are Created Equal,” What's 
the Difference?, February 2010), 
you state that spunia irises (Iris 
spp. and cvs.) are hardy in USDA 
Hardiness Zones 6 to 9. I’ve 
grown spuria irises in my Zone 4 
gardens for many years, and they 
are perfectly hardy. I love them 
because they are so elegant, the 
tall foliage makes a great vertical accent, and they 
keep their good looks throughout the growing 
season. They are not well enough known. 


—Gail Korn, Wayne, Nebraska 


Covenants and gardening 

Because you asked about problems with CC&Rs 
(Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions) in 
your recent issue (Garden Variety, February 
2010), | thought I would share my problem, 
even though it might be a bit unique. 

I live in Frontier Airpark, northeast of Everett, 
Washington. This is a development where the 
houses have access to a runway, and many of us 
have hangers as well as garages. Three developers 
went bankrupt developing this community, and 
there have been several different sets of CC&Rs 
under the different developers. 

1 have a wetland right next to the road. This 
is not a beautiful pond but a muddy, wet hole 
dominated by cottonwood and willow. I still 
kind of like it. ] even get a crop of woodpeckers 
every year. To enhance the riparian zone 
between the wetland and the road, | have 
planted native shrubs of the flowering, more 
attractive variety: red currant, ninebark, Nootka 
rose, and the like. Salal is filling in at a pretty 
good rate, and some trees (mostly Alaska cedar) 
are growing, which should eventually make a 
screen that nobody objects to. A screen between 
the road and the wetland enhances wildlife 
habitats and creates a filter for pollutants. 

The powers that be have decreed—without 
a vote of the membership—that all vegetation 
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fronting the road shall be less than 2 feet tall. 
Every couple of years, they come through and 
mow a 5-foot-wide swatch to a height of about 
6 inches. This doesn’t do my buffer any good. 
The county does not want liability for any vege- 
tation hitting a plane, and the result of a lawsuit 
(thankfully, not one I was involved in) is that the 
airpark can mow even wetlands if they lie in the 
road easement. They often mow a swatch that is 
more like 7 or 8 feet wide. 


—Koette Beckert, Lake Stevens, Washington 


Forgotten fictional gardener 
Astounding! In your list of fictional gardeners 
(Garden Variety, February 2010), you forgot 

to include Samwise Gamgee of The Lord of the 
Rings. He is not only one of the finest gardeners 
in Middle Earth but also very brave. If it weren't 
for Sam, there might not be any more gardens. 


—Quen Zorrah, Chimacum, Washington 


EDITOR’S NOTE: We had Samwise Gamgee 
on our original list, but we also had space 
constraints. Because he is mentioned in our 
Northeast Regional Picks, Sam, alas, got cut. 


Starting to 
save seeds 
As a new gar- 


Diane Ott Whoaly 


dener, I naturally 
started off by 
using the seeds 
from the hot 
peppers that my 
grandmother 
grows. She says 
she can’t remem- 
ber how long she 
has been saving 
seeds from that plant. Now that I have read 
the interview with Diane Ott Whealy (Talkin’ 
Dirt With..., February 2010), | am starting 

to think I should send some of the seed to 
Seed Savers Exchange. 


—Vicky Hernandez, Tucson, Arizon4 


Photo (top laft): courtesy of Jim Hedgecock 
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SUPERTUNIA’ 
PRETTY MUCH 
PICASSO’ 


Your garden will truly be a work of art 
when you plant Pretty Much Picasso. Its unique 
purple blooms outlined in lime green will fill 
containers and landscapes to averflowing 
with magnificent color. This beauty will get 
everyone's attention but will require little 
of yours. Just place in full sun, water when 
dry, and Pretty Much Picasso will pretty much 
take care of itself. With plants like this, 
Proven Winners makes the how-ta 
of gardening easy and beautiful. 


Look for Proven Winners in aur distinctive 
cantainers at independent garden centers across 
the country and The Home Depot. 
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> WORTH THE VISIT 


Garden underground 


I'm not sure what's more unusual: that there's such a thing as an 


fer NSP) B/N tia News and noteworthy items 


underground garden or that it's in Fresno, California. The hot city 
in the Central Valley brags of big malls, water parks, and football, S 
not hidden horticultural wonders like the Forestiere Underground 7 
Gardens. This 5-acre subterranean maze is a rustic oasis patterned In 1893, the United 
after ancient catacombs, incorporating courtyards and grottoes to States Suprerne Ca 

: ; 2 declared a tomato 
provide light and airflow. fo Harawegetatiel : 


The design of the gardens includes three levels that house 
grapes, fruit trees, and ornamentals (many of the trees and vines 
are 65 to 90 years old and still produce fruit). Each planting level 
blooms in two-week increments due to the change in temperature 
at the various planting depths. As a result, the growing season is 
lengthened and harvest is spread out over the entire season. The 
temperatures are 10 to 20 degrees cooler in summer and warmer 
in winter, which protects the gardens from the extreme climate in 
central California. Brilliant. 

The garden is the lifework of Sicilian immigrant Baldassare 


not a fruit {as it is 
botanically classified.) 
In Nix v. Hedden, 
the court acknowl- 
edged that while, 
botanically, a tomato 
is a fruit, legally it is 
not because it is 
generally consumed 
with the main course 
of a meal, not asa 


dessert. The deci- 
sion also declared 
cucumbers, squashes, 
beans, and peas to 
be vegetables. 


Forestiere His historic home and gardens are now open to the 
public. For tour information and pricing, visit www-.underground 


gardens.com. 


—Kerry Ann Moore is an assistant editor. 


> DID YOU KNOW? 


Garden phobias are frightening 


There are things in life that you should be afraid of: taxes, your 
in-laws, showing up at work still wearing your Scooby-Doo 
pajamas —all valid fears. But what if you were afraid of the long 
list of things that gardeners live for: living, breathing plants; 
soft, delicate petals; rich, moist soil? These fears do exist, and 
that strikes terror into the depths of my own green soul. 


LACHANOPHOBIA 
—Brandi Spade is an assistant editor, Fear of vegetables 


Photos (this page), except where noted: Jennifer Benner; top lelt, courtesy of Mary Moore; top right. Staven Cominsky; center left, courteay of Lyn 
Kosewski; center right, Boyd Hagen; third from bottom right, Melissa Buntin: second fram bottom right, Moliaso Lucaa: botiam right, Scat Phillips 


J <i ANTHOPHOBIA BOTANOPHOBIA SCOLECIPHOBIA SEPLOPHOBIA RUPOPHOBIA 
“4 Fear of flowers Fear of plants Fear of worms Fear of Fear of dirt 
decaying matter 
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today’s eco-nomical rain barrel ONLY $99.99 msrp 


6 51 gallon capacity © 10 year UV protected material 
5 compact setup profile 6 partially recycled content 

6 high volume overflow 6 dual spigot locations 

5 insect & safetyscreen 6 immediate stock availability 
6 4 attractive colors 6 made in the U.S.A. 


We offer Wholesale & Community pricing 
Includes: Free linking kit & overflow hose, 
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and rigid insect debris screen 


WWw.sprin ssaver.com i- 
L 


reader service no. 65 


— — 


BEAUTY FROM BULBS 


Bring the beauty of bulbs to your gardens from our vast collection of the best Dutch 
flower bulbs and herbaceous peonies at the best prices. Select your own color palette 
and create natural, harmonious gardens with intermingled flower bulbs. Here is a fragrant 
companion planting of Triumph Tulip Apricot Beauty and Hyacinth Blue Jacket. 

Contact Van Engelen for our 52-page wholesale flower bulb price list or John Scheepers 
for our colorful 88-page Beauty from Bulbs catalog. Contact Kitchen Garden Seeds for 
our 60-page catalog with over 500 gourmet vegetable, herb and flower seeds. It has a 
wealth of practical gardening tips from Barbara Damrosch and wonderful recipes from 
renowned U.S. chefs. 


John Scheepers Vn Engelen Kitchen Garden Seeds™ 
Phone: (860) 567-0838 Phone: (860) 567-8734 Phone: (860) 567-6086 
www.johnscheepers.com www. vanengelen.com www. kitchengardenseeds.com 


Serving America’s finest gardens for over 100 years! 
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Snow Princess is in a class by itself. 
No other Alyssum has the heat tolerance 
and extended season performance of this 

breathtaking beauty. An exceptionally 
vigorous grower, it produces mounds of 
fragrant, delicate white flowers from spring 
until frost. For ideas on creating beautiful 
baskets of Snow Princess or landscapes 
and containers full of other Proven 
Winners varieties, arder our 
FREE 28-page Gardener's Idea Book 
at www.provenwinners/idea113 or 
contact us at 1-877-865-5818. 


Look for Proven Winners in our distinctive 
containers at independent garden centers across 
the country and The Home Depot. 
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GARDEN VARIETY continued from page 12 


> THE LIST > TECHNOLOGY 


f 1 5 iGardening is here 


I'm one of six people in the world 


Though most people don't treat a garden border like a buffet, it is important to 
know what plants are potentially harmful if swallowed— especially if you have 


curious children around. 
dening application. After all, if 


PLANT POISONOUS PARTS there are iPhone apps that help 


who doesn't own an iPhone, but I 
still want the new vegetable gar- 


. Califarnia buckeye (Aesculus californica, Seeds, leaves, and sprouts you find the nearest five-star 
USDA Hardiness Zones 7-8) ; 
Thai restaurant and help you 
2. Castor bean (Ricinus communis and All, especially the seeds 


battle Darth Vader for control of 


cvs., annual) 
the universe, why shouldn't there 


3. Daphne (Daphne spp. and cvs., Zones 4-9) All, especially the berries 
be one that helps me figure out 


*, ae eae a a when I should thin my carrots? 
3 5. Lantana (Lantana camara’ cvs., Zone 11) All, especially the berries Botanical Interests, a Colorado-based 
6. Mountain laurel (Ka/mia /atifolia and All, especially the seeds seed company, apparently feels the same 
cvs., Zones 5-9) way. Its app features extensive illustrated 
7. Oleander (Nerium oleander and cvs., all information—for which its seed packets are 
Zones 10-11) famous—on more than 300 vegetables. In the 
8. Pieris (Pieris japonica and cvs., Leaves and nectar from Tips and Information section, you'll find guid- 
Zones 6-8) flowers ance for gardening in partial shade, a link to 
9. Rhododendron and azalea All help you find your local county extension office, 


(Rhododendron spp. and cvs., Zones 5-9) solutions to common crop issues, a plethora of 


10. Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus Berries fact sheets from the National Garden Bureau, 


gig e lots: Zonest—*) and even recipes for the featured vegetables. 


For an extensive 3 list of poisonous plants, visit www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/ (Did someone say “basil-lime sorbet”?) mierenic 


- consumer/poison/poison.htm, a Web site maintained by the North Carolina ; . i 
Cooperative Extension Service, North Carolina State University. a search option, but in case you still can't find 
*See invasive alert below. what you're looking for, there is online and 


phone-based customer support. 

After pirating a coworker's iPhone to 
conduct research, | came to two conclusions: 
that the Botanical Interests application is 
well worth the $5.99 price tag and that I 


need an iPhone. 
—Danielle Sherry is an associate editor. 


INVASIVE ALERT - = 


The following plants recommended in this issue are considered invasive in some areas of the country. 
Please visit www.invasive.org/weedus/index.html for more information. 


PLANT STATE PAGE 
Creeping Jenny (Lysimachia nummularia) CT, IN, MD, MI, MO, NJ, OR, PA, VA, WV, WI 62 

Dutch white clover (Trifolium repens) A |, MD, Mi 3 
AZ, CA, HI, NV 
rif) oT, KY, ME, MD lO, NH, NJ, NY, NC, OH, PA, TN, VT, VA, WV, WI 66 


TN, WI 


Fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) 


Valerian 
Wormwood VArtemisia soe 


ND, OR, WA 


Pholosa {this pags), excep! where noted: Jennifer Benner: top right, Kerry Ann Moore: center left, Steve 
Aitken: second from center faft. Stephanie Fagan. Iliuatration: Kowk Chi Chan/www.dreamatima.com 
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October 29, 2009. 


Hello, | 


Blogger wanted 
Our sister site, YogotableGardener.com. ts locking for a Southwestern or Southern blogger, someone 
with a strong interest in vegetable gardening who can write engagingly, take decent photographs, and 
POst to our site at least twice a month. For more information, sea this articlo 


Love Onions? dl z 
: aes ; Subscribe and Save e 
Ornamental iC pev't - 
ut for nsemer cole , up to 44% 
Alliums All Season Long yy 
| 7 You'll find all this In 
Here's how to get ther F each issue: N EW 
planting depth nght + basics of garden design 6 


es ae Free Fine Gardening — 
Wallpaper 


Only for 
eLetter subscribers 


While you're at it 
Plant § 


» phaeiting advice for 7 
your region eee 


An Engaging 
Entryway 


Tho entry garden might be 
the only outdoor space that 
people get to see dunng 
thew visit, so it’s important 
to make it something that 
they never forget 

Bead Moro... 


Planting Bulbs in 
Containers 


Any bulb can be planted in 
a container for a spring 
display, though 
overwintenng methods 
depend on where you hive 
Here are some tips to get 
you started. Road More... 


Herb Parting Dag 
$14.95 


See afl products 


By signing up for Fine Gardening's free eLetter, you can download your choice of 
wallpapers for your desktop featuring garden images that originally appeared in the magazine. 


In every eLetter, you'll find: 


> Timely gardening information > Discussions 

> Tips and advice > Editors’ picks 

> Article extras > Advance notice about new 
> Contests Fine Gardening products 


To sign up, go to: 


www.finegardening.com/eletter 


READERS’ TIPS 


Use a shovel handle to space plants 


One of the first gardening mistakes | made was planting too close 
together. My incorrectly spaced plants looked incredible for a while 
but eventually turned into a jungle that needed to be thinned out. 
My first solution was to use a yardstick to measure the appropriate 
planting distance, but it was one more thing that | had to remem- 
ber to bring with me. So | incorporated the concept of a yardstick 
on a tool | already kept with me. | used my shovel, but you could 
use a rake or a hoe. | measured from the tip of the handle down to the blade and made marks every 6 inches. Now, 
after my first plant is in the ground, !| just lay the shovel down in the bed to figure out where to dig the next hole. 


— Bryan Akers, Lorain, Ohio 


a plant that ] want to include, I put the plant name and 
height on the Post-it and simply move the notes around 


Create garden 
art from old tires 
Many people have old 
tires lying around, and 


until | create a desirable design. 

This technique is especially helpful with my veggie gar- 
den. | can easily remember to rotate crops to keep the soil 
healthy for the following year. It’s not quite as fun as dig- 
ging in the dirt, but it’s a close second in the middle of win- 
ter when I'm dreaming of that spring warmth. 


] am no exception. } 
came up with a way to 
give life to old tires and 
add creative color to my 
garden. | drew a design 
around the shoulder of 
an old tire with a piece 


—Sarah Long, Portland, Maine 


f 


of chalk, then cut the Build a prickly slug barrier 
design out around the tire. | next flipped the tire inside out. The best way I have found to deal with slugs is to build 
and used that portion of the tire as a planter. The remaining _a barrier around the plants they love most. I collect the 


piece I cut out was in the shape of a sunflower. | painted prickly balls that fall off my sweetgum tree (Liquidambar i 
it a vibrant color and attached it to the wall! of my garden styraciflua, USDA Hardiness Zones 5-9) and spread them ; 
shed. I then painted some leaves and a stem, connecting the under my hostas. I also circle the stems of my dahlias with t 
bright flower to the ground. the prickly balls. To keep the barrier in place, | surround it | 

| 


with a collar of rocks. The slugs are deterred by the sharp 
circumference, and my plants are saved. 


—T. C. Conner, Mercer, Pennsylvania 


—Anne Wesp, Centerport, New York 
Post-it reminders to rotate crops 
I start planning my gardening projects for the following 
spring almost immediately after I've put last year's garden Creative tools for small projects 
to bed. I have a gardening notebook, and I use small Post-it My regular garden tools are too big to use in my pots 
Notes to piece the beds together like a puzzle. When! find —_ and containers. Rather than purchasing a set of small 


continued on page 18 * 


4 
7” , Spring blooms 
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<~PRIZE FOR WINNING TIP 
Share your tip and you could win a one-year subscnption to Fine Gardening. 


SEND YOUR TIPS TO: Tips, Fine Gardening, PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or fg@taunton.com. We pay for tips we publish. 


Photoa: p. 16 (center), courtesy of T. C. Conner: p. 16 (battom), Stavan Caminaky: p. 18. courtasy of Moyeno 


Finally, A Fence That 


We are the largest TENAX Sind 
for deer fencing materials and relate 
Keeps Deer Out! maples. 


We provide a lightweight, high strength, 
| virtually invisible mesh barrier which 
has proved to be an effective deer 
deterrent for both garden areas or entire 
properties 


Professional Installation for NY Metro 
and New England areas 


Now installing high-tensile waven wire 
for deer protection as well as wood and 
all types of ornamental fencing. 


o il o 
sturdi=built* 
GREENTIIOUSE MANUFACTURING CO 

HAND CRAFTED 
Quality Redwood & Glass 
Home Greenhouses 
www.sturdi-built.com 


years nationwide experience 
+ Many architectural styles 
P + Custom modifications possible 
<a || + Designed to meet your needs 
Free Catalog: 1-800-334-4115 
11304 SW Boones Ferry Rd., Portland, OR 97219 


reader service no. 36 


(Johnny's 


elected Seeds = __. 


An employee-owned company 


At Johnny’ it’s all about 
providing Superior Products, 
Information, and Service. 

* Varieties that perform 


¢ Information to help you grow 


Online Johnnyseeds.com 
or call 1-877-564-6697 
Winslow, Maine U.S.A. #2250 | 
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BAMBO@’ARATTAN WORKS, Inc. 


Established 1880 
1-800-4-BAMBOO 
www.bambooandrattan.com 


¢ Fencing * Bamboo poles le 
* Tropical wall coverings 
* Roof thatching 
and much more 
Free catalog 
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millstones & & 
syrup kettles “~ 


_ y’Add History to Your Landscap 


over 150 originals 


fr 


=", to choose from 


Capital City Club - Atlanta GA 
Edged in granite cobbles, then 
flagstone. Great craftsmanship. 


Formal Garden featuring 
Millstone Kettle Fountain 


— hte 
"2 = ad oe) 


Rome, GA - Stone from Sparta, Raleigh, NC - 100 Gallon Kettle, 
TN honors fallen outdoorsman, 30 inch millstone. 
teacher, and friend. 


Cullowhee, NC - 60 gallon kettle Greenwich, CT - Large Set Stone 
founded at Rourke Foundry in Driveway marker against cobble 
Savannah, GA used as a firepit. stone edging for formal entry 


Our millstones and syrup kettles are architectural antiques. 
Original, historic, genuine, and authentic, these were rescued 
from old mill sites and syrup operations. These are not 
reproductions and were not cut yesterday. Visit our website 
and start specifically with the "Gallery" link, and page through 
pictured prajects from all over the country to see what other 
clever designers have done. Then go to the “Catalog” link to 
see every one of our offerings, cataloged by diameter, with 
history, pictures, dimensions, and pricing. We ship nationwide. 


A, ~ I 
) millstones.com 
www. millstones.com 404-310-6490 
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READERS’ TIPS Benner page 16 


tools, | have found some household items that work just as 
well: | use a plastic spaghetti spoon for planting and digging 
around the plants, and knitting needles for planting seeds or 
removing weeds. 


—Jean Tsokanis, Marshfield, Massachusetts 


Support tomatoes with style 

Having an aesthetically pleasing garden is important to me, so 
tomato cages are out of the question. I, instead, created my 
own tomato-staking system that is effective and attractive. 

At each end of my tomato rows, | connect two bamboo stakes 
like an X and tie them with twine. The stakes act as legs for 
another bamboo stake that I lay horizontally between them. 
This structure stands about 5 feet above the ground. 

] loosely tie thick twine below a branching point of each 
tomato plant. I then string the twine over the horizontal bamboo 
rod above. | wrap the twine around the rod, and I anchor it by 
tying a rock to the end of it. As the plants grow, I unloop the 
rock end from the rod, wrap the twine farther up the main stem 
of the tomato, and loop it back over the bamboo rod. 


g 


my garden is beautiful. 


Share tips and ideas on Twitter.com 
Twitter is a social-networking Web site that attracts many gardeners. 
Here are tips from some inspirational gardening “tweeters.” 


Twips! 


A no-lift way to move heavy shrubs 

Transplanting large, heavy shrubs was a laborious job for me until a fellow gardener suggested a better way. | now dig 
around the circumference of the plant to get a good-size root-ball. Then, rather than trying to muscle it out by force, | raise 
it up with soil. | tilt the plant gently to one side and slide a shovelful of dirt under it. | do the same on the opposite side. 

| repeat that process several times until the plant has been elevated out of its hole. When it reaches ground level, | slide it 
onto a cart to move it to a new location with ease. —Pam Penick, @PamDigging, Austin, Texas 


Outsmart slugs and snails 

It occurred to me that a defensive battle against slugs and snails is a losing one. | developed a strategy of offense: attack 
them where they hide, rather than where they feed. On a bright, dry day, slugs and snails hide under ornamental grasses 
and woody shrubs. So on those days, | surround those plants—instead of the ones the snails typically devour —with pet- 
safe bait. When the slugs and snails come out to feed, they have to pass the bait and—voila! They don't have a chance to 


get near the plants | want to protect. Remember: Consistency is key with any slime-fighting tactic. 
— Christina Salwitz, @Arcadia1, Renton, Washington 


An easy and creative garden fence 

| needed a small fence in my yard but didn't want to make a permanent investment. I discovered that 18-inch-diameter steel 
stakes (found in the masonry section of any local hardware store) make great fence posts. They're inexpensive and come 
with the holes predrilled. All | had to do was attach a horizontal element with wire to create an attractive garden barrier. Be 


creative and use branches, painted dowels, copper pipe, or lath. You can change things quickly and easily anytime. 
—Andrew Keys, @oakleafgreen, Topsfield, Massachusetts 
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This system gives the plants the support they need but 
allows some movement when the wind blows. Because the 
plants stand so straight, airflow is increased and—above all— 


—Meyesa Tetreault, Durham, Connecticut 


By the way... 
Fine Gardening 
is on Twitter. 
Follow Associate 
Editor Michelle 
Gervais at www. 
twitter.com/ 
michelle_at_fg 
and Web 
Producer Kate 
Frank at www. 
twitter.com/ 
kate_frank. 
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Celebrating Our 60th Anniversary 


ais eae We ry 


Over 300 New Items for Spring! 


You'll find over 300 new items among the 1,500 top-quality plants and gardening accessories in our catalogue and on our Web site, ranging from 
perennials, annuals, shrubs, bulbs, houseplants, fruits and vegetables, to gifts for every occasion. Our favorite newcomers for spring include two 
selections of Hydrangea arborescens: pink-flowered Invincibelle™ Spirit, whose sales will help support breast cancer research, and Incrediball™ 
with huge white flower heads larger than anything you've seen before; a clumping, red-stemmed Bamboo named ‘Jiuzhaigou’; award-winning 
Zahara Zinnias; nine exclusive annual collections designed for color, fragrance, or a long season of bloom; and the best-tasting, most productive 
veggies worth growing in your backyard or in containers. 

Our goal is to help you create successful gardens, and we travel widely to find the best plants and then test them at our nursery. Every item is 
shipped fresh from our greenhouse to your door at the right time for planting, with all the information you need. Browse our colorful, informa- 
tive spring catalogue online or request a FREE copy at 1-800-475-0148 (please mention Source Code SS901). We look forward to serving you. 


White Flower Farm 


WE MAKE YOUR GARDEN GROW 
whiteflowerfarm.com 
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BARTLETT 


“SS 
Aquarian 


“ad 


BECAUSE FULL, HEATOHMY TREES 
MAKE FOR FULL, HEALTHY LIVES. 


aI 


a, @emobert Fleming Tested 


your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you 
with a rare mix of local service, global resources and 


innovative practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. 


And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees. 


- 
Yi 
The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us 
| are valuable assets that deserve care and protection. For over 
y r 100 years, we've led both the science and services that make 
& your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of 


BARTLETT 


SCHENTHIC TRIE CARE SINCE 1907 


For the life of your trees. 


PRUNING FERTILIZATION REMOVAL 
PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT 


CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 
OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM 


SZ 7 
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Sick of weakling veronicas? 
Try this foxy lady ! 


Name: ‘Foxy Lady’ veronica 
‘ : ‘a , 12 to 
(Veronica spicata ‘Foxy Lady’) aSilaches 


tall 


Ne 


Pa, 2% wee 
Some 


USDA Hardiness Zones: 4 to 8 


ant 
arent 


Conditions: Ful! sun to partial 
shade; moist, well-drained soil ie 
12 to 15 inches wide 


FOR MANY YEARS, I've been looking for a nice 
summer-blooming, spiky flower because my garden— 


Las 


®. 
3 


Py" 


like many others—is dominated by daisy shapes during 
the warm months. But I was never enthused by tall 
veronicas. Many were stringy and poorly branched, 
and their performance left a lot to be desired. Luckily, 
growers have recently added a new bunch of options to 
the veronica palette, including a fairly new kid on the 
block: ‘Foxy Lady’. 

This new beauty was discovered by Walters Gardens 


RS 


os 
= 
ips 


in Zecland, Michigan. If you have ever been to that 
state in winter, you know that any plant bred there will 


, pce 
ea 


Vy 


have unquestionable hardiness. Also, ‘Foxy Lady’ is a 
sport of ‘Red Fox’, another veronica known for its har- 
diness. And the name of this vixen suits it. ‘Foxy Lady’ 
has wonderful lavender-and-white bicolored blooms, 
making it a rare find in the plant world. 


® Sy 


>» Bloom time can vary from long to almost endless: 
‘Foxy Lady’ generally flowers for four weeks or 
more, and with deadheading, it keeps on going. You 
may get blooms for as long as six weeks. Bees and 
butterflies adore this veronica, but deer seem to 
ignore it. It has no major disease or insect problems. 


» Develop a divine union with daisy shapes: Because 
it is an erect, clump-forming plant with spires of 
flowers and contrasting dark foliage, ‘Foxy Lady’ 
veronica looks great with ‘Becky’ Shasta daisy 
(Leucanthemum Xx superbum ‘Becky’, Zones 5-8) 
and Stokes’ aster (Stokesia laevis and cvs., Zones 
5-9) because they are almost the exact opposite in 


color and shape. ** SOURCES 
-Stephanie Cohen is at plant expert, author, and lecturer who travels Garden Crossings, Zeeland, Mich.; 616-875-6355; www.gardencrossings.com 
from coast to coast sharing her vast gardening knowledge. Nature Hills Nursery, Omaha, Neb.; 402-934-8116; www.naturehlils.com 


Plant Picks conlinued on page 22 = 
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Pd 


as good as it looks 


Name: ‘Christmas’ lima bean 


(Phaseolus lunatus ‘Christmas’) Climbing 


to 10 feet 
Zones: Annual 


Conditions: Full sun; moist, well-drained, 
warm (72°F or higher) soil 


THE LIMA BEAN is a vegetable people either love or hate, but 
this heirloom variety is hard not to love. ‘Christmas’ lima bean is 
known for its large (quarter-size) white beans with maroon swirls 
(large photo, right). But the tall vining plant is attractive, as well, 
with its heart-shaped leaves and white blooms in late summer. them to use later. The dried seeds can be kept for three to four 
The foliage, as lush as it is, is not able to hide the heavy yields of years in a sealed container. Cooked ‘Christmas’ lima beans have 
4- to 6-inch-long pods (photo, inset), which can reach 1 inch in a delicious, nutty flavor with a potato-like consistency. 
width. This is a vegetable that holds people's attention. > Disease is fairly easy to keep in check: Be sure to provide a 
Growing lima beans requires planning and preparation because full-sun exposure and keep the beans well trellised because lima 
they germinate quickly in warm soil and rapid growth is not beans are susceptible to anthracnose and leaf rust. Soil splashing 


uncommon. A heavy-duty trellis or netting system will help support onto the plants during a rain can spread these diseases. 
the sometimes 10-foot-long runners. An important characteristic of 


‘Christmas’ lima bean is its temperature response. The hotter the 
summer, the greater the yield—so get the soup pot ready. 


= we. 


A lima bean that tastes 


—Keith Crotz1s a board member of Seed Savers Exchange anid 
grows beans on his family’s centennial farm in Chillicothe, Illinois. 


> Harvests are plentiful and exceptionally tasty: The pods of 


‘Christmas’ lima bean may contain as many as four flat beans, es: SOURCES 
each nearly | inch long and wide. Beans may need at least Reimer Seeds, PO Box 236, Mount Holly, NC 28120; www.reimerseeds.com 
100 days to reach maturity. You can eat them fresh or dry Seed Savers Exchange, Decorah, lowa; 563-382-5990; www.seedsavers.arg 


Check out these 
CRAZY COUSINS 


What's not to love about Japanese 
forest grass (Hakonechloa macra 
cvs., Zones 5-9)? It has a soft, billowy 
texture; it tolerates shade; and it's 
even fairly drought tolerant. The clas- 
sic cultivars 'All Gold’ and ‘Aureola’ 
(below) are nice, but there are a few 


‘Nicolas’ 


new options that you should be on ‘Beni Kaze’ 
the lookout for this year. The long, arching, dark * This plant, apparently, Take all the gorgeous 
green blades of this has been out there fora fall color of an autumn 
newbie tur a vibrant couple of years now, but day in Vermont and pack 
burgundy when tem- : who knew? Variegated __ it into one plant, and 
peratures turn cool in leaves of creamy yellow : you've got ‘Nicolas’. The 
fall. This cultivar grows ‘and green tur a psyche- : solid green leaves take on 
slightly larger than most, ~ delic purple and aubum in : orange and red tones as 
reaching 24 to 36 inches autumn. This forest grass ? the mercury drops. The 
tall and wide. only gets 10 to 16 inches : colder it gets, the better 
tall and wide, so don’t the color. This is another 
pretend you don't have : small selection, growing 
room for it. : only 8 to 16 inches tall. 


*: SOURCE 
Fairweather Gardens, Greenwich, N.J.; 856-451-6261; www.fairnweathergardens.com 


Q&A 


Sucker-free 
crabapples 


Q | love everything about 
crabapples, except for 
those annoying suckers 
they produce. | hate high- 
maintenance trees, so what 
are my options? 
— Melissa Everett, 
Trinidad, California 


A Today is your lucky day. 
Growers have made some 
recent innovations that will 
prevent those pesky suckers 
from ever appearing again. 
Carlton Plants, a wholesale 
bare-root nursery in Dayton, 
Oregon, has developed a 
rootstock called SproutFree®. 
This now enables growers to 
graft our favorite crabapples, 
such as the brilliant ‘Spring 
Snow' (pictured), onto a 
base that will not send out 
suckers. This not only saves 
you time but also leads to a 
stronger tree because it will 
no longer have to expend 
valuable energy to produce 
offshoots. Be sure to look 
carefully at the label of your 
next crabapple, and make 
sure it says that it was grown 
on SproutFree® rootstock. 


From March 
to September, 
this bleeding 
heart doesn’t 
skip a beat 


Name: ‘Burning Hearts’ 
fringed bleeding heart 
(Dicentra ‘Burning Hearts’) 
Zones: 3 to 8 

Conditions: Full sun to 
partial shade; moist, 
well-drained soil 


IT'S NOT EVERY DAY 
that you come across a peren- 
nial with stunning flowers and 
foliage that is just as beautiful, 
but this plant has both. Unlike 
other fringed bleeding hearts, 
‘Burning Hearts’ maintains 
sturdy yet delicate, silvery blue 
foliage that does not wash out 
in the shade. Pendant, rosy red flowers outlined with crisp white 
edges dangle from the stems like tear-shaped rubies from a necklace. 
This demure gem commands attention in a shade garden without 
taking over the show. Its small, tidy form and well-behaved manner 
makes it a good choice for tight spaces, such as the front of a bed or 
along a pathway. 


10 inches tall 


12 inches wide 


> It doesn’t say good-bye, even when it's hot and dry: I've had diffi- 
culty with other bleeding hearts going dormant at the end of spring, 
but this one stands up all summer, tolerating drought and heat. 
Minimal deadheading will reward you with a profusion of flowers 
for most of the summer. 


> Bold buddies are the way to go: The flowers of ‘Burning Hearts’ 
are enough of a reason to allow this plant to stand alone, but I think 
the foliage is its strong point. So take advantage of large-leaved 
perennials, such as hostas and heucheras, because they are great 
backdrops for the lacy fronds of fringed bleeding heart. For a 
dazzling combination, plant ‘Burning Hearts’ next to ‘Obsidian’ 
heuchera (Heuchera ‘Obsidian’, Zones 3-8). The bleeding-heart 
foliage pops against the deep burgundy leaves of its comrade. 
~Christine Froehtich is executive director of the 
Rochester Civie Garden Center in Rochester, New York. 


** SOURCES 
Dutch Gardens, Bloomington, Il.; 877-527-7575; www.dutchgardens.com 
Song Sparrow Perennial Farm, Avalon, Wis.; 800-553-3715: www. songsparrow.com 
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RAINWATER —_| [@zlnelautteteal loys 
HARVESTIN G Distinctive Focal Points & Accents 
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Our 75-gallon RainBox is designed 
to filter and store rainwater to irrigate 
gardens and fill fish ponds. Multiple 
tanks connect, providing significant 
Storage capacity. We also offer larger 
systems, both above and below 


rs : ground, to capture ail of the rainwater 
FREE color catalog - requiestiyolirs toany from a home or commercial building. 


1-800-532-9545 (800) 477-7724 


www.oakesdaylilies.com www.conservationtechnology.com 
| Oakes Daylilies, PO Box 268, Corryton, TN 37721 


OAKES DAYLILIES 


Daylily Specialists for Over 20 Years! 


Beautify your home and gardens with over 
400 hardy, easy-to-grow varieties. 
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Window Boxes 
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Peas come and visit us! 


VegetableGardener.com 


a Hooks (¢Larrice 


GD arr 4 
Free Catalog or Assistance call 


y 888-320-0629 
. ~ www.hooksandlattice.com ©2009 The Taunton Press 
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DESY, 
DAVID AUSTIN® 


FRAGRANT ENGLISH ROSES 


After 50 years of intensive breeding, 
David Austin's English Roses combine 

the delicate charm and wonderful 
fragrances of the old roses with the 3 
wider color range and repeat- 
flowering nature of modern roses. 
They have superb, shrubby growth 
and outstanding health. All roses sold 
in the US are grown in the US. 


FREE ROSE OFFER: For every three 
roses you purchase choose one free 
rose from those illustrated. Make 
extra savings when you order three 
of the same variety. 


www.davidaustinroses.com 


YOUR ROSES WILL BE DESPATCHED TO YOU AS 
BARE ROOTS AT THE APPROPRIATE PLANTING 6 
TIME FOR YOUR AREA WE NORMALLY START OUR 
SHIPMENT IN MID-JANUARY AND FINISH IN MAY. 
PAYMENT WITH ORDER THIS OFFER APPLIES TO 
MAIL ORDERS ONLY. 


4. 


LICHFIELD ANGEL (Ausrelate) Creamy 
apricot buds open to farm domed flowers of 
almost pure white. Attractive, rounded shrub. 
Very free-flowering and healthy. 4 x 3ft. 


MOLINEUX (Ausmol) Rich yellow blooms, 
which flower with exceptional freedom and 
continuity. Delicious musky tea scent. A healthy 
shrub with compact, upright growth. 3 x 2ft. 


. STRAWBERRY HILL (Ausrimini) Beautiful at 


all stages, bearing pure rose pink, rosette blooms. 
Lovely, strong myrrh fragrance. A tall and very 
healthy variety. 4 x 4ft or 6-8ft as a climber. 


GENTLE HERMIONE (Ausrumba) Exquisitely 
formed, soft pink flowers. Strong, classic, old 
rose fragrance with a hint of myrrh. Forms an 
attractive, very healthy shrub. 4 x 3ft. 


5. DARCEY BUSSELL (Ausdecorum) A very 


healthy and reliable variety with rich crimson 
rosettes. Has a pleasing, fruity fragrance. 
Compact, bushy growth. 3 x 2ft 


. CARDING MILL (Auswest) Glorious, apricot- 


pink blooms, Strong, beautiful myrrh fragrance. 
Quickly forms a lovely, bushy shrub, covered 
with flowers.A very healthy variety. 4 x 3%ft. 


FREE ROSE OFFER 
CHOOSE ONE FREE ROSE FOR EVERY THREE ORDERED 


| enclose my check payable to DAVID AUSTIN ROSES LTD 
ie) i: ee are ae sinsiiaricenrencicncciieens OF Please GEbit 
my Visa / Mastercard / Amex / Discover card by the above 
amount. My card number is: 


LITLE ILE IL) 


EStatiry Date ican: cscs nintccusincasdemeoregsnniinncen 

Three digit security code (on signature strip)......... 
Si QMATUE cearsecsrsccosnss sovorsocersneost cient cairenentssnnte seserneneenre 
Name... .. 
Address 


~ Tel ... 


Variety 
$23.95 or 3 for $59.95 
$21.95 or 3 for $55.50 
$23.95 or 3 for $59.95 
$23.95 or 3 for $59.95 
Darcey Bussell $23.95 or 3 for $59.95 
Carding Mill $22.95 or 3 for $58.50 
CHOOSE ONE FREE ROSE for every 3 roses ordered. 


Lichfield Angel 
Molineux 
Strawberry Hill 
Gentle Hermione 


For arders despatched to anywhere in the 
state of Texas please add Sules Tax of 6.75% 


FG3S 


Shipping & Handling up to $20 = $995 
From $2001 to $60 $1495 

ea ee to $100 = $1895 

rom $1000! to $150 = $24.95 

For aders outside of cont nental US please cal TOTAL 
toll free 800-328-8893 for a quotation. 


S&H 


Call toll free 800-328-8893 quoting FG35 or send to DAVID AUSTIN ROSES (FG35) 15059 State Highway 64 West, Tyler, TX 75704. 
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‘Guacamole’ hosta 


NAME: Hosta ‘Guacamole' 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 3 to 9 

size: 2 feet tall and 4 feet wide 

conoitions: Partial to full shade; moist, well-drained soil 


‘Guacamole’ is, by far, my favorite hosta cultivar because 
its chartreuse leaves can complement every flower in an 
arrangement. It also happens to have a tall white summer 


Jen McMahon is a 


horticulturist and floral bloom that is deliciously honeysuckle scented and makes 
designer at Smith's a nice cut flower. Hostas are notorious for being slug 
Acres garden center in food, so be sure to protect the leaves. 


Niantic, Connecticut. 


‘Black Adder’ hyssop 


Name: Agastache ‘Black Adder' 
zones: 6 to 9 

size: 2 to 3 feet tall and 

15 inches wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun; well- 
drained soil 


This variety of hyssop is a long 
bloomer and has a deeper, darker 
color than the more common ‘Blue 
Fortune’. ‘Black Adder’ has clusters 
of tall, spiky, midnight blue flowers, 
which look great anywhere. This 
plant is also a favorite of honey- 
bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. 
Combine it with any daisylike 
yellow flower, such as ‘Moonbeam’ 
coreopsis (Coreopsis verticillata 
‘Moonbeam’, Zones 3-8) or ‘Goldsturm’ black-eyed Susan 
(Rudbeckia fulgida var. sullivantu ‘Goldsturm’, Zones 4-9). 


‘Jacob Kline’ bee balm 
name: Monarda ‘Jacob Kline’ 


‘Six Hills Giant’ catmint 


zones: 4 to 8 name: Nepeta ‘Six Hills Giant’ 
size: 3 to 4 feet tall and wide zones: 3 to 8 
conpitions: Full sun; well-drained soil size: 3 feet tall and 30 inches wide 


I ike plants that make a statement in conp!Tions: Full sun; well-drained soil 


the ground and in a bouquet. ‘Jacob Everyone in my neighborhood asks about this 
Kline’ bee balm provides that bold plant because of its spectacular flowers. | 
presence because it grows into a tall have two huge clumps flanking my front door, 
mass adorned with deep red flowers. which start blooming in May and are still 
Unlike other bee balms, ‘Jacob Kline’ blooming in September with one little mid- 

is long lasting in the garden if the plant summer trim. ‘Six Hills Giant’ catmint is a nice 
is given adequate and consistent water. filler flower for arrangements. Pair it with blue 
The red blossoms, aside from being hydrangeas (Hydrangea macrophylla cvs., 
beautiful in a vase, attract hummingbirds Zones 6-9) and some ornamental-grass foli- 
and honeybees. age for a simple, eye-catching bouquet. 
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Pholan. excep! where noted. Michalle Gorvala: top left, courtesy of Kim Tylar; center laf{, dourleay of www aniabiockeonline com; genigt fight, narriean nt ii 


Photos: top left. courtesy of Katharine Stormont; top right, Stephanie Fagan; center left, Michella Gervals; center right, Stave Aitken; bottom rgnt, vannier Benner 
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Curly willow 


NAME: Salix babylonica var. pekinensis ‘Tortuosa’ 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 6 to 9 

size: Up to 50 feet tall and 25 feet wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; moist, well-drained soil 


Here in the Southeast, it seers like we cut this plant 
all year long. | start harvesting the twisted branches of 
curly willow in February for interest in Valentine’s Day 


Kathy York has been bouquets. Then, in early spring, | like curling the ten- 
growing and selling der new stems inside of vases—either to steady the 
cut flowers in the stems of full flowers or just to add a fun element to 
Southeast for more arrangements. It can be hard to keep the leaves on 


Mentdn years: curly-willow branches properly hydrated, so get them 


immediately into water as soon as you harvest them. 


Bigleaf hydrangea 


NAME: Hydrangea macrophylla cvs. 
zones: 6 to 9 

size: 6 feet tall and 8 feet wide 
conpiTions: Full sun to partial shade; 
moist, well-drained soil 


Pink, purple, blue, green, or white—| love 
hydrangea flowers (like those of ‘Endless 
Summer’, pictured) in every color and 
stage of bloom. It's important to let the 
just-picked blossoms sit in warm water 
for several hours before you make your 
arrangements for them to be properly 
hydrated; otherwise, the blooms wilt 
easily in a vase. Aside from the flowers, 
Sea oats | use the tall stems and leaves in large 
NAME: Chasmanthium latifolium arrangements for dramatic effect. 
ZONES: 5 to 9 

size: 3 feet tall and 2 feet wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial 

shade; moist, well-drained soil 


The slim green leaves of this Variegated Salamon’s seal 
ornamental grass are an excellent 


filler for flower bouquets early in 
the season. Later in summer, the 
leaf color changes to a beautiful 
chartreuse and the “oats” begin 

to appear. These seedpods 


NAME: Polygonatum odoratum ‘Variegatum' 
ZONES: 3 to 8 

size: 3 feet tall and 1 foot wide 

CONDITIONS: Partial to full shade; moist, rich, 
well-drained soil 


dangle from the stem and lend The tall stalks, variegated leaves, and dainty flowers of 

a wispy effect to any bouquet. variegated Solomon's seal are a unique addition to any 
Cut handfuls of the plumes, then arrangement. Just the blooms hanging from the underside 
bundle and dry them for later use. of the stem make this cut flower different from most 

Sea oats has a tendency to self- others. When the flowers disappear, the leaves can be 
sow, so be mindful about keeping used in a variety of ways. Try wrapping the foliage around 


seedlings in check. a piece of floral foam to camouflage it in a glass vase. 
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Orange butterfly weed 


NAME: Asclepias tuberosa 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 4 to 9 
size: 2 to 3 feet tall and wide 


CONDITIONS: Full su 


Denny and Cathy 
Caliva own and 
operate Earthworks 


River Farm Nursery unlike its relatives, it does not ooze milky sap. It blooms irom J: 
near River Fails, to September, followed by green fruit filled with silky. silvery white 
Wisconsin. seeds, which offer a unique touch to floral arrangements 


‘Prairie Fire’ switchgrass 


NAME: Panicum virgatum ‘Prairie Fire’ 
zones: 5 to 9 

size: 4 to 5 feet high and 2 to 3 feet wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; fertile, well- 
drained soil 


The stiff, stunning, blue-green foliage 
of this native grass starts to turn wine 
red in early summer. Airy, rosy red 
flower panicles are held just above the 
foliage into fall. We enjoy cutting the 
panicles and adding them to bolder 
flowers in a vase for a fine-textured 
counterpoint. They are long lasting in 
a vase and versatile in the garden. 
‘Prairie Fire’ is unique among switch- 
grasses because its color peaks early 
and holds well into fall. 
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This native is as carefree as the butterflies it attracts. Mix it with 
other wildflowers for a casual, sunny look in the garden cr a vase 
This species is a surprisingly long-lasting cut flower because, 


n; well-drained loam to dry soil 


Blue false indigo 


NAME: Baptisia australis 
ZONES: 3 to 9 

size: 3 to 4 feet tall 

and wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun; well- 
drained, sandy soil 


From late spring into July, 
1-foot-tall spikes of showy, 
indigo-blue flowers appear 
on gray stems that rise 
above the mounding blue- 
green foliage. Each floret on 
the flower spike looks like a 
sweet-pea blossom. Blue 
false indigo's persistent 
flowers are excellent and 
long lasting when cut for 

a vase. In addition, the 
black seedpods that follow 
the flowers are perfect for 
dried arrangements. 


‘Prairie Dusk’ penstemon 


NAME: Penstemon ‘Prairie Dusk’ 

zones: 3 to9 

size! 24 to 30 inches high and 18 inches wide 
conpITIONsS: Full sun; average to dry soil 


Penstemons are one of our favorite summer bloom- 
ers. Long and graceful flower spikes offer a profusion 
of snapdragon-like, rosy purple flowers in early 
summer and are a beautiful addition to floral arrange- 
ments. In the garden, they are drought tolerant, dis- 
ease resistant, and deer resistant; they are, however, 
attractive to butterflies and hummingbirds. Developed 
by the University of Nebraska, the cultivar ‘Prairie 
Dusk’ is especially hardy and easy to grow. 


Photon, except where noted: Michelle Gervals; lop lof!, aourtcsy of Danny and Cathy Galiva: center laf, couiiaay of Amber Wave Nuiaary; bottom fight, nourleay of Matiny Niuerioe 


Gorval 


re 


Photos: top Jeft, courtesy of Oklahoma State University; top right, Janet M. Jemmott; center left, David Cavagnaro; center right, Jennifer Benner; bottom right, Michelle 
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Toad lily 


WI 


Mike Schnelle 

is an extension 
specialist at Okla- 
homa State Univer- 
sity in Stillwater. 
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Small globe thistle 


NAME: Echinops ritro 
ZONES: 3 to 8 

size: 2 feet tall and 
18 inches wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; 
well-drained soil 


Consider small globe thistle for a 
showy treat. Rounded, steel blue 
flowers are a sight to behold, 
whether in a flower bed or in an 
arrangement. The pigment is fairly 
stable, providing lasting color lang 
after harvest. This outstanding 
flower is coupled with showy, 
thistlelike leaves, which make it a 
cut-flower favorite. It lasts six to 
seven days in a vase if used fresh 
rather than dried. 


NAME: Tricyrtis spp. and cvs. 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 4 to 9 

size: 18 to 36 inches tall and 15 to 24 inches wide 
conpbitions: Partial shade; tolerates most soils but needs moisture 


This exotic-looking perennial thrives in a wide range of cultural 
conditions. It is challenging to generalize the flowers because of 
the numerous species and hybrids available; gardeners can expect 
to find whites, yellows, and dramatic purples available for mast 
cultivars. The flowering season varies but typically lasts from late 
summer into early fall (often with four weeks or longer of blooms). 
Whether left in the garden or brought inside as a cut flower, toad 
lily has a reputation as a crowd pleaser. Flowers have a vase life 
of at least six to eight days. 


F Cutting- 
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Blanket flower 


NAME: Gaillardia spp. and cvs. 
ZONES: 3 to 11 

size: Up to 3 feet tall and 

18 inches wide 

CONDITIONS: Full Sun; average, 
well-drained soil 


Blanket flower has been a favorite 
native perennial for decades. 
Though well known for its reliability, 
it remains overlooked for its useful- 
ness in cut-flower arrangements. 
While blanket flower is traditionally 
orange, modern-day Cultivars (like 
‘Arizona Sun’, pictured) offer colors 
such as yellow and red (and in 
single- or double-petal varieties, 
too). It has a vase life of five to 
eight days. 


Foxglove 


NAME: Digitalis purpurea cvs. 

zones: 4 to 8 

size: 3 to 6 feet tall and 2 feet wide 

conpiTions: Partial shade; average, well-drained soil 


Foxglove (like D. purpurea f. albiflora, pictured) has long been grown 
for its showy flowers, attractive foliage, and ease of culture. Available 
in a variety of colors, its large, upright flower stalks are composed of 
many florets; each floret often has dots or eyes that further enhance 
the ornamental moment. It is summer and winter hardy, and almost 
always reseeds after its short lifespan {it is often a biennial). Though 
toxic, foxglove should not be feared but rather respected for its tox- 
icity; grow it with forethought when young children or Plant-nibbling 
pets are present. Cut flowers are ready to harvest from May to June 
in most gardens and last for seven to 10 days. 


!Cutting- 
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Sea thrift 


NAME: Armenia maritima and cvs. 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 3 to 9 

size: 8 to12 inches tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 


Sea thrift is a spring bloomer with white or pink flowers 
(like those of ‘Bloodstone’, pictured) emerging atop »lue- 


ih tall tad li green foliage. An ideal plant for xeriscape plantings. :t wil: 


fessor and extension 


horticulture specialist actually underperform in rich soil or with too much care 
at North Dakota State As the plant matures, the center dies cut; rejuvenate oy 
University in Fargo. division every three to five years in either spring or ial 


Carpathian 
bellflower 


NAME: Campanula 
carpatica and cvs. 
zones: 4 to 7 

size: 1 foot tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun 

to partial shade; moist, 
well-drained soil 


The violet-blue flowers 
of Carpathian bellflower 
{like those of ‘Blue Clips’, 
pictured) put on a show 
from early spring to early 
summer; depending on 
the site, spotty flowering 
may occur even later in 
the summer weeks. The 


| Yarrow plant provides consistent 

NAME: Achillea millefolium cvs. blooms and requires little maintenance when generously mulched and placed in dappled 

ZONES: 3 to 9 shade. It can be used in rock gardens or in combination with other flowers. It also fits 
size: 20 to 24 inches tall and wide well in naturalized landscapes. 


conoiTions: Full sun; well-drained soil 


Yarrow should not be confused with 
the weed of the same name. Many 
new cultivars provide a nearly summer- 
long show of flowers. It’s a good 

plant for xeriscapes but will thrive 

with a little tender loving care (soil 
higher in organic matter and a little 


Narrow-leaf coneflower 


NAME: Echinacea angustifolia 

zones: 4 to 9 

size: 3 feet tall (or more) and 18 inches wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 


Phoios, except where noted: David Cavagnaro: top all, courteay of Nicola Hagnoas; cantar lait, Jennifer Danner, cantar right, Jerry Pavia 


more moisture). Once established, This is my favorite flower. Narrow-leaf coneflower is 
this tough plant can literally have its easily grown, moves in the landscape through normal 
flowers mowed off; if you fertilize and seed distribution without becoming invasive, and is 
water, it will bloom again. As it starts one of the longest-lasting cut flowers available. It is at 
to look a little woody after four to five its showiest when allowed to intermingle naturally 
years, dig and divide, spacing the throughout the landscape. For xeriscape or prairie 
clumps about 2 feet apart. While the plantings, it is unparalleled for its showy performance 
fresh-cut flowers are long lasting in a and low maintenance. This is a plant that will look its 
vase, they can also be used in dried- best with a little benign neglect; if given too much 
flower arrangements. attention, its stems will become weak and flop over. 
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Ivette Soler, an admit- 
ted plantaholic from the 
Los Angeles area, shares 
her obsession on www. 
thegenminatrix.com and 
The Bonnie Hunt Show. 


Marjoram 


NAME: Origanum majorana 
ZONES: 4 to 9 

size: 1 to 2 feet tall and wide 
conoiTions: Full sun; well-drained 
soil; room to spread 


Here's a surprise: Marjoram 
makes an amazing cut flower. 
The elongated green flowers 

and bracts of this herb make 
everything around it look better. 
Marjoram is subtle and unusual; 
people will ask you what the 
amazing flower in the vase is. In 
the garden, it's attractive to bees, 
giving them pollen all year long in 
our climate. It is edible, smells 
amazing, seasons food, and adds 
fabulous and long-lasting texture 
to floral arrangements. 


‘Robyn Gordon’ grevillea 


Name: Grevillea ‘Robyn Gordon' 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 9 to 11 
Size: 3 to 4 feet tall and wide 

conpitions: Full sun; well-drained soil; drought tolerant 


| am a sucker for an unusual flower and a firm believer 
that foliage comes first, so when | see a plant that has 
both, | am in love. This grevillea has wonderful, deeply 
cut leaves, and the flowers look like the baby borne of a 
shrimp that married a toothbrush. The woody stems are 
long lasting in a vase, but make sure you smash the end 
to help it draw up water. 


‘Zwartkop’ aeonium 


NAME: Aeonium arboreum ‘Zwartkop’ 
zones: 9 to 11 

size: 3 feet tall and wide 

conpirTions: Full sun; well-drained soil; 
drought tolerant 


| defy anyone to tell me that this doesn't 
count as a flower. Aeoniums do flower and, 
yes, technically, they are succulents, but 
just look at that shape—they are screaming 
to be put in a vase and admired. The stems 
can be recut and enjoyed practically for- 
ever. If you want to return it to your garden 
after enjoying it inside, you can. Simply 
stick it back in the ground and—poof— 
you'll have a new aeonium. 


‘Green Goddess’ calla lily 


NAME: Zantedeschia aethiopica ‘Green 
Gaddess' 

zones: 8 to 10 

size: 2 to 3 feet tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; rich, moist soil 


No flower embodies the atmosphere of 
Old Hollywood as much as the elegant, 
sculptural calla lily. It shows sturdy blooms 
year-round, so it’s no wonder it's a floral- 
industry staple. | adore the classic white 
variety, but my hands-down favorite is 
‘Green Goddess’, which has an exquisite 
languid flower that looks like it was 
dipped in green paint. Alone or peppered 
in an exotic arrangement, it is sure to be 
a scene Stealer. 


Jean Ann Van 
Krevelen isa 
garden coach who 
tends perennials 
for her bouquets 
in her Portland, 
Oregon, garden. 


‘Emily McKenzie’ 
crocosmia 


NAME: Crocosmia ‘Emily McKenzie’ 
zones: 5 to 9 

size: 2 to 3 feet tall and 12 to 

18 inches wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade; 
moist, well-drained soil; drought tolerant 


This perennial bulb is easy to grow and 
can form a large stand as it multiplies. 

| The graceful flowers open slowly, 
extending the use of this cut flower for 

| up to two weeks. Blooms are present as 
early as July but generally appear in 
August and September, making them a 
great companion for fall arrangements 
with coneflowers (Rudbeckia spp. and 
cvs., Zones 3-11) and asters (Aster spp. 
and cvs., Zones 4-8). 
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Chocolate cosmos 


NAME: Cosmos atrosanguineus 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 7 to 11 
size: 2 feet tall and 1 foot wide 
cCoND!TIONS: Full Sun; moist, well-drained soil 


Chocolate cosmos is a beautiful flower that looks more like 
a single dahlia than a traditional cosmos. Though the rich, 
deep color is appealing in arrangements, it is the Cewitcr 
ing scent of chocolate that makes this a must-have jscren 
nial for the cutting garden. This native of Mexico can be 
grown in the Pacific Northwest by offering it well drained 


i Cutting-_ 
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sui! 2nd a warm, sunny spot. Planting it near stones or 
cermicnt walkways will give it the extra bit of heat it prefers 
during Our cool summer days. 


‘White Swan’ 
coneflower 


NAME: Echinacea 
purpurea ‘White Swan’ 
zones: 3 to 9 

size: 24 to 40 inches tall 
and 18 inches wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; 
well-drained soil: 
drought tolerant 


‘White Swan’ coneflower 
is a versatile plant that 
adapts to many different 
growing conditions. 
People living outside of 
our rain-soaked region 
might think it odd that 
such a drought-tolerant plant would be desirable here. But when the hot, dry season 
starts, this coneflower is content to sit neglected in a warm corner, farthest fram the 
hose. In addition to being low maintenance, its decorative use is threefold: From bud 
to flower to seed head, this perennial is a star, both indoors and out. 


‘Purple Emperor’ sedum 


NAME: Sedum ‘Purple Emperor’ 
ZONES: 3 to 9 

size: 18 inches tall and 1 to 2 feet wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil: 
drought tolerant 


‘Purple Emperor’ sedum is a deep purple 
succulent that sports bright fuchsia flowers in 
fall. As with all sedums, it requires little care 
and thrives in a well-drained, sunny spot. The 
stems, leaves, and flowers of the plant are 
ornamental and long lasting in arrangements. 
In fact, stems left in water and a sunny win- 
dow will sprout roots, resulting in new trans- 
plants for the garden. 


* Your premier garden supplier! 


Visit our website and take advantage 
of great deals on the best products 
for your garden! 


Free shipping over $100 


SELF-FEEDING 
DR® CHIPPER! 


just load a DR® RAPID-FEED™ CHIPPER, step 
back, and watch it chip branches up to 5 ¥%" thick! 


SELF-FEEDING saves time and energy. Most 
branches can be drapped into the hopper and will 
self-feed, instead of you having to farce-feed them. 
CHIP BRANCHES UP TO 5-1/2" 

thick with powerful engines up to 18 HP. 
PRO-SPEC™ CHIPPER KNIFE is made 

of forged alloy toal steel, making it exceptionally 
strong with an excellent edge-halding ability. 


© Unusual plants, 


Coat seeds and bulbs 
\ 4 — © Garden Watchdog 
t ‘ mR Top 30 Company 
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3-Point Hitch, 
tractor-mounted models also available. 


67549x ©2010 


| Get a FREE DVD & Cata 
TOLL-FREE ] 
888-206-5476 | 


www.DRchipper.com 
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Fresh Veggies all year 


right in your own backyard! 


ae, a ae 


- 


with a Solexx™ Greenhouse! 


* Enjoy fresh, pesticide-free food from your own 
backyard fanners market 

* Accelerate plant growth with diffused light — the 
optimal light for plants 

* Strong composite framing holds up in severe winds 

* Huge selection of greenhouses and accessories, 

* Affordable greenhouses. FREE shipping 


(in the contiguous 48 states) 


and Unique 


Call 1-800-825-1925 Garden-related Products to Make Your Garden Grow 


for a FREE catalog 
and panel sample. 


Where gardeners go to grow. rowers 


= 
Ss 
3740 FN Brooklake Rd NE Seam ccaneucocetiine 


Salam, OR 97303 
www.greenhousecatalog.com 


www.thegrowers-exchange.com 1-888-829-6201 CHA 
AVNET 
Visit us online--we are open 24/7 


reader service no. 28 reader service no. 20 
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Cutting-garden 
essentials 


If you only grow a handful of vaseworthy 
flowers, these are the ones you need 


by Catherine Mix 


EVEN AS A YOUNG GIRL, I loved picking flowers. My sister and I added dan- 
delion blossoms to the tops of mud pies and fashioned crowns of daisies for our 
hair. [ even liked putting my favorite flowers in a mason jar and placing it on 
the desk where J did my schoolwork. When I began planting my own gardens 
as an adult, I found that generous bouquets in my home meant a spare show in 
my garden, so before { had even heard the term, | planted a “cutting garden.” 

For more than 10 years, my husband and I have hosted weddings in our gar- 
dens and grown thousands of cut flowers for these events. Our flowers need to 
be bountiful and come in an array of colors and shapes to make every bouquet 
successful and every bride happy. I select plants based on their cutting poten- 
tial, and my absolute favorites—with blooms that are bold to spiky to wispy— 
look as good in the ground and as they do in a vase. 


BOLD BLOSSOMS MAKE A STATEMENT 

Every well-constructed bouquet needs what I call focal flowers. These are gen- 

erally large blooms that stand out from the rest of the group. There are endless 

options available, but a select few are both long lasting and attention grabbing. 
I have a passion for peonies (Paeonia spp. and cvs.) of any kind but especially 

for the extravagant display of the double-blossom cultivars, like ‘Festiva 

Maxima’ (bottom left photo, p. 36). They are fairly easy to grow, preferring 


full sun and well-drained, moist soil. If your peony plants are happy, they can 


continued on page 37 = 
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Colewort « Zones 6 to9 


Drumstick plant « Zones 9 to 11 


Giant white calla lily * Zones 8 to 10 


‘Festiva Maxima’ 
peony * Zones 3to8 


‘Pacific Giants Mix’ 
delphinium ¢ Zones 3 to7 


‘Mammoth Mid Blue’ ‘Butterfly Blue’ pincushion 
sweet pea « Annual flower © Zones 3 to8 


As 
CUTTING TIP___ 
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| Put peonies in the fridge? 


Because peonies 

| blossom all at once 
and so early in the 

season, try extend- 

ing their bloom time 

with cold, dry storage. 

When the first crack 

of color appears on 

the hard green bud, 

cut the stem (to about 

16 inches long), strip 

off most of the leaves, 

and wrap aS many as 

10 stems in three layers of tissue paper. On the outside of 

the tissue, mark the date and pop them in the refrigerator. 

For up to three weeks, you can pull the stems out of the | 

fridge, cut an inch off the bottom of the stem, and stand 

them in fresh water to rehydrate. In just two days, the 

stems will be in full bloom. 


grow 2 to 3 feet tall and wide. I cut most peony blooms when 
they are about three-quarters open, so the bouquet continues 
to improve over time as each flower unfurls. 

Another focal-flower option is giant white calla lily 
(Zantedeschia aethiopica), which grows from a rhizome and 
thrives in full sun and rich, sandy soil. This plant needs to stay 
evenly moist, so a thick layer of mulch is a good idea. Calla 
lilies can grow up to 3 feet tall and 2 feet wide, and they bloom 
from midspring to late summer. The deep, chalicelike creamy 
spathe (which is not a flower but the outer leaf) ends in a 
smokelike, pale green wisp, making it incredibly eye-catching. 
The spadix (center spike) appears to be sugar glazed when its 
little flowers open and the pollen appears. Calla lilies have an 
asymmetrical elegance in a vase, extending out of it like bril- 
liant white bolts of lighting. 

After six months of gray clouds in the Northwest, blue skies 
mean sunshine for our vitamin D-starved bodies and the 
appearance of the royal blue blooms of ‘Dreaming Spires’ 
Siberian iris (/ris sibirica ‘Dreaming Spires’). This iris is easy 
to grow, preferring full sun to partial shade and evenly moist 
soil. ‘Dreaming Spires’ is a moderate-size cultivar, reaching 
only 3 feet tall and wide, and it blooms from midspring to early 
summer. Its triangular shape stands out from the other blooms, 
making it a great focal flower. Each stalk of ‘Dreaming Spires’ 
produces two blooms—after the first one is spent, a second one 
opens to replace it, giving this iris a longer life in a vase. 


TALL OR SPIKY BLOOMS ADD HEIGHT AND DRAMA 

A bouquet should be about three times as tall as its vase, so 
it’s important to plant flowers that have some height. The 
following options help balance your arrangements and add 
exclamation points to the bouquet 

The elegant candles of ‘Pacific Giants Mix’ delphinium 
(Delphinium ‘Pacific Giants Mix’) are packed with blooms that 
keep coming for weeks. | grow ‘Pacific Giants Mix’ because the 
permutations of color are endless: Will the blooms be cobalt 
blue with a white center (called the “bee”), or lilac with a black 
bee? Given the proper conditions—full sun and fertile, well- 
drained soil—this delphinium will bloom from early to mid- 
summer and reach 5 feet tall and 2 feet wide. After their initial 
bloom, I cut the plants to the ground, add compost around 
their base, and water well. This ensures a second bloom in late 
summer through early fall. 

Although smaller than delphinium, ‘Elfin Pink’ penstemon 
(Penstemon barbatus ‘Elfin Pink’) is a spiky flower that garners 
attention and looks great in petite arrangements. When planted 
in full sun and fertile, well-drained soil, it will produce a 
plethora of stems covered with bright, tubular blooms from 
early summer to early fall. I love its deep, clear pink color, 
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STEP-BY-STEP 


How to make 
a bouquet 


{1] Select sturdy, well- 


branched stems for the 
frame of the bouquet. Add 
the stems, one at a time, 

to your hand—turning the 
bunch a little as you add each 
stem —until you're pleased 
with the general shape. Then, 
trim all the stems to the 
proper length before dropping 
them into the vase. 


{2] Add bald, focal flowers 


to the arrangement. The stems 
of these flowers tend to be 
thick, so it's easier to insert 
them into the vase before it 
gets too full. Make sure the 
bold blooms are well distrib- 
uted throughout the bouquet. 


[3] Give the bouquet height 


and outward movement by 
adding spiky flowers. For a 
large bouquet, you can use 
bulky spires, but for a smaller 
arrangement, bunches of tiny 
spires do the trick. 


[4] Fill in any holes in the 


bouquet. You can use wispy 
blooms or blousy, intricate 
blossoms. These gap fillers 
usually have thin, easily 
inserted stems and tend to 
add the mast interesting 
elements to an arrangement. 


which blends in perfectly with Mowers of any other hue. This 


plant gets only 1] foot tall and wide. 


The name alone is enough reason to grow ‘Purpleicious' 
speedwell (Veronica spicata ‘Purpleicious’, bottom right photo, 
p. 36), but the searing violet blooms are pretty alluring, as well. 
I can't grow enough of these mighty minispires because they 
are prolific and last a long time as a cut flower. If you plant 
‘Purpleicious’ in full sun and well-drained soil, it will grow 
into a clump that is 18 inches tall and wide. Most speedwells 
are relatively low maintenance, tolerating poor soil to some 
degree. The blooms of ‘Purpleicious’ are diminutive—only 
8 to 12 inches tall—so I like to bunch them together to make 
an impact in a vase. The blooms are easy to harvest all summer 
long: Speedwell stems snap off crisply just above the ground, 
which encourages them to bloom again in fall. 

Every year, I plant at Jeast a dozen drumstick plants 
(Craspedia globosa, center photo, p. 36) because they are 
only borderline hardy here in the Pacific Northwest, but 
my garden wouldn't be complete without them. The flower 
heads appear all summer and look like bright yellow xylophone 
mallets. Drumstick plants are great in fresh bouquets because 
their long, tough stems allow the flowers to float above the 
rest of the blooms like tiny balloons; they also dry beautifully. 
If you plant drumstick plants in full sun and well-drained soil, 
they will form a skinny mass that’s approximately 2 feet tall 


and 5 inches wide. 


AIRY FLOWERS WORK FOR FILLING AND FRAMING 

Two crucial steps when creating a bouquet are to set a good 
foundation at the start and to fill in any open space at the end. 
Wispy blooms can do both. These blossoms tend to be smaller 
and more intricate, drawing people in for a closer look. 

I usually begin creating a bouquet by selecting sturdy, 
well-branched stems that act as a frame for the rest of the 
flowers in a vase. These framework flowers can also fill in 
gaps in the arrangement. One of my favorite plants for this 
task is colewort (Crambe cordifolia, top right photo, p. 36). 

It has not only strong, multibranched stems but also tufts of 
small white flowers that appear in late spring and midsummer. 


Photos Daniolla Shorty 
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A cutting garden can be beautiful. Don't assume that a cut-flower bed needs to be arranged in long, linear rows. It can also be a large, 


mixed border of assorted plants. 


Some often mistake it for baby's breath (Gypsophila elegans, 
USDA Hardiness Zones 5-9). Colewort needs fertile, well- 
drained soil and full sun to reach its full potential (8 feet tall 
and 5 feet wide) 

Pincushion flower (Scabiosa spp. and cvs.) lures people in 
with its soft petals, and it coyly begs to be touched. This group 
of plants is known for its lovely, lacy midsummer blooms and 
long, durable stems. I've always loved the cultivar ‘Butterfly 
Blue’ (S. colanbaria ‘Butterfly Blue’, center right photo, p. 37) 
because it has a large presence in an arrangement although it 
only gets 16 inches tall and wide. Pincushion flowers need full 
sun and moderately fertile soil, and they resent excessive winter 
moisture. The seed heads, which look like balls of miniature 
shuttlecocks, add a unique and unexpected clement to late- 
season bouquets. 

Every summer, I wait impatiently to harvest the foamy clus- 
ters of tiny chartreuse blossoms of lady’s mantle (Alchemilla 
mollis, top photo, p. 37). I grow this versatile perennial to use 
the flowers in place of leafy greens in my bouquets. Pairing 
lady's mantle with any shade of blue—in the garden or a 
vase—is a fantastic combination. To keep lady’s mantle happy 
and healthy, plant it in partial to full shade and well-drained 
soil (it is also drought tolerant). The scalloped, slightly glaucous 
leaves are beautiful in a bouquet, as well. It will grow 2 feet 
tall and 30 inches wide. 


1 love sweet peas (Lathyrus odoratus cvs.) for cut flowers 


because they are so versatile. Their draping nature makes them 
the perfect finishing touch in a bouquet, and their sweet scent 
coaxes people to come closer to a vase. Because sweet peas are 
vines, you'll need to give them something to scamper up, and 
you'll also need to provide them with rich, well-drained soil 
and as much sun as possible. An early-summer garden just isn't 


complete without sweet peas—and if the weather stays cool 


enough, you can continue to har- 
vest them through fall. The cultivar 
‘Mammoth Mid Blue’ (center left 
photo, p. 37) can climb up to 6 feet. 
Like a mother asked to choose her 
favorite child, | found it difficult to 
narrow down my list of must-have 
cut flowers. These selections, however, 
offer a great varicty of shapes, colors, 
and functionality. So if you must grow 
only a handful of flowers for cutting, 
these should be tops on your list. ow 


Catherine Mix and her husband own 
and operate The Cutting Garden in 


Sequim, Washington. 


SQURCES 
The following mail-order 
plant sellers offer the 
widest selection of the 
cutting flowers featured: 


Annie's Annuals & 
Perennials, Richmond, 
Calif.; 888-266-4370; 
www.anniesannuals.com 


Garden Crossings, Zee- 
land, Mich.; 616-875-6355; 
www.gardencrossings.com 


High Country Gardens, 
Santa Fe, N.Mex.; 800- 
925-9387; www.high 
countrygardens.com 
Thompson & Morgan, 
Jackson, N.J.; 800-274- 
7333; www.tmseeds.com 
White Flower Farm, 
Litchfield, Conn.; 8oo- 
503-9624; www.white 
flowecdarm.com 
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Superb 


FERBS 


for containers 


by Jo Ann Gardner 


These plants can be tricky in the ground, but pot 
them up and watch them thrive 


] ENJOY SNIPPING HERBS to add to food, brew in relax- 
ing teas, and toss into salads, so 1 want my sun-loving culinary 
beauties close at hand. Containers are an easy way to make 
this happen. On summer mornings, I walk right outside my 
kitchen door to a sunny patio full of pots, gather a few sprigs 
of fresh parsley, and return to the kitchen to flavor some 
scrambled eggs. 

Aside from the food factor, | grow herbs in containers 
because it’s easier to adjust the soil to suit each plant and it’s 
convenient for maintenance and watering. Plus, several of my 
favorite herbs are frost tender and, when grown in containers, 
can easily be moved indoors during fall. 


By planting herbs of one type in a single container, I have the 


fun of arranging—and rearranging—them to create a pleas- 
ing garden scene. If I don’t like the effect, there's no need to 
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rip out plants-I just move the containers around. And when 
plants like nasturtiums finish blooming, they can be moved to 
the back of the “garden” and others brought forward. 

The plant size for herbs will be smaller in a container than it 
would be in the ground, which is why containers are perfect 
for aggressive spreaders. The heights given here are full-size 
heights; expect them to be several inches smaller, depending 
on the container size. Fertilize plants (except where noted) 
about every two weeks to maintain leaf production; this will 
yield the perfect amount of lush leaves to keep you satisfied 
throughout the season. 


i EO EE E——E EE 
Jo Ann Gardner, author of Gardens of Use and Delight, writes and 
gardens from her home and farm in Westport, New York. 


Lemon thyme is at its best in 
tight spaces 

Name: Thymus X citriodorus and cvs. 

USDA Hardiness Zones: 6 to 9 

Size: 6 to 12 inches tall and 10 to 24 inches wide 
Conditions: Full sun; average, well-drained soil 


Lemon thyme, known for its intense lemon aroma, 
can be a scraggly mat in the ground; confined 

in a container, however, it’s an attractive, upright 
mound of small, pointed, glossy green leaves. 

As the branches grow, they spread out and trail 
over the container's edge; by early summer, they 
produce dense heads of lilac flowers that last 

well over a month. 


-> GROW ME: Lemon thyme is best grown from 
plants, not seeds, and should overwinter outdoors. 
The following spring, prune back to new growth. 
Plants eventually form hardened mats, which need 
to be divided or discarded. Trim plants over the 
growing season by cutting back stems. Lemon 
thyme will flower nicely if you let it, but cut back 
stems and fertilize afterward. 


‘Alaska’ nasturtium is a colorful and tasty treat 
Name: Tropaeo/um majus ‘Alaska’ 

Zones: Annual 

Size: 8 to 12 inches tall and 12 to 18 inches wide 

Conditions: Full sun; lean, moist, well-drained soil 


Nasturtium has succulent stems that can grow in either an upright or a 
trailing form. Its foliage is shield shaped and sports bright, spurred flow- 
ers in red, yellow, or orange. ‘Alaska’ nasturtium is my favorite for its 
cream-and-green foliage, which makes it attractive even out of bloom. 
The entire plant is suffused with a spicy, warm flavor that floats in the air. 


- GROW ME: In late spring, when temperatures warm, sow seeds 
outdoors directly in containers in two batches about a week apart. Two 
sowings will ensure a longer season of bloom. Don't fertilize, and add a 
couple handfuls of perlite to the growing medium to reduce nutrients so 
that plants produce more flowers than leaves. In late summer, aphids are 
often a problem; | cut plants back and spray with Pyola, a pyrethrum- 
based organic insecticide. 


Create the right potting mix EXCEPTIONS TO THE NORM: 
Nasturtium: Omit compost, and add 
extra vermiculite for this plant, which 
needs light and lean soil to produce 
an abundance of flowers. 


Potted herbs do well in compost and a sterile medium of 
peat moss, vermiculite, and perlite, with quick- and slow- 
release fertilizer (compost is slow release). For all pots, 
throw enough compost in each pot to allow room for adding 


a depth of 6 more inches of sterile medium. Sparingly mix Thyme: Add grit (fine gravel or 
in water-absorbing polymers; they lessen the need for coarse sand) for this plant, which 
watering by making the best use of available moisture. | Fequires sharp drainage. 
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Use ’em or lose ’em 


Sometimes your herbs look so great, you forget that they also have a ton of uses. To make 
sure you get the most out of them, use them fresh and store what's left. In general, harvest 
herbs after the dew has evaporated on sunny days or when plants have dried after a rainy day. 
Rinse herbs before using them by washing them briefly and drying them thoroughly on paper 
towels. Follow this rule of thumb: Use half as much dried herbs as fresh herbs in a recipe. You 
can find recipes in Living with Herbs and Herbs in Bloom, both by Jo Ann Gardner. 


USAGE 


‘Genovese’ 
basil 


Great for salads and pesto. 

Cut up leaves over eggs, cheese, 
and pasta dishes. Use pesto for 
soups, pasta, and casseroles. 
Leaves and flowering stems 
make great fresh bouquets. 


STORAGE 


Remove leaves from stem, 
cut up (cutting leaves 
speeds drying and 
preserves color/flavor), 

and spread out to dry on 
an ungreased cookie sheet. 
Place in a warm oven (no 
warmer than 150°F) until 
crispy dry. If you smell the 
herbs, the temperature is 
too high; the point is to dry 
them, not cook them. For 
microwaves, spread herbs 
between paper towels, 

and heat for two minutes 
or until crispy. 


Fresh lemon flavor. Great for 
flavoring hot teas and iced drinks. 
Use in lemon butter for fish or in 
herb jelly with a lemon-juice base. 


Variegated 
pineapple 
mint 


Alone or mixed with lemon balm, 
it is a good digestive tea. Use as 
an edible garnish on desserts or in 


herb jelly with an apple-juice base. 


Hang long-stemmed 
bunches upside down 
away from light to air-dry. 


Proceed as with basil. 


‘Alaska’ 
, nasturtium 


Roll up different-colored flowers in 
a large basil leaf, and cut up with 
scissors to make an herbal confetti 


for salads, scrambled eggs, and fresh- 


tomato dishes. Stuff flowers with 


dabs of chicken, tuna, or egg salad. 


Do not dry. Preserve 
nasturtium flavor in 
an herb vinegar. 


‘Forest Green’ 
parsley 


Fresh flavor. Finely chop into 
omelets and salads; make parsley 


pesto. Spread pesto on steak before 


broiling; use in herb butter for fish. 


Proceed as with basil. 


Lemon thyme 


SOURCES 


42 


Use sprigs in tea, herb butter for 
fish, basting juices for chicken, 
salad dressing, or herb jelly with a 
fruit-juice base. Pull off leaves to 
use in poultry dressing. 
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Proceed as with basil. 


The following mail-order plant and seed sellers offer the widest selection of the herbs featured: 

*« ACCENTS FOR HOME AND GARDEN, Milton. Del.; 302-684-8092; www.accentsforhomeandgarden.com 
¢ BURPEE, Warminster, Pa.; 800-333-5808; www.burpee.com 
« JOHNNY'S SELECTED SEEDS, Winslow, Maine; 877-564-6697; www.jahnnyseeds.com 
¢ PANTRY GARDEN HERBS, Cleveland, Mo.; 877-572-4142; www.pantrygardenherbs.com 


A container keeps 
vigorous lemon balm 
in check 


Name: Melissa officinalis* 

and cvs. 

Zones: 4 to9 

Size: 2 feet tall and 12 to 

18 inches wide 

Conditions: Full sun; average, 
well-drained soil 


Lemon balm is an easygoing, 
lemon-scented herb with heart- 
shaped, light green leaves. 

A fast grower, it will quickly 
overtake its allotted space ina 
garden but is agreeable when 
contained in a pot. Its foliage is 
abundant and a pleasure to use 
in summer and winter. Like all 
members of the mint family, it is 
also a mild sedative. 


~ GROW ME: Sow seeds 
indoors six weeks before the last 
frost, lightly covering them with 
soil. Plant out seedlings in late 
spring. Cut back plants through- 
out the growing season to keep 
them bushy with fresh foliage. 
By the end of the season, lemon 
balm will have developed woody 
stems and can overwinter in 
pots. It is a short-lived perennial, 
however, so start new plants in 
spring by dividing the original 
plant, discarding woody growth, 
and repotting in fresh soil. 


*See invasive alert on page 14. 
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‘Genovese’ basil is a must-have for flavor 
Name: Ocimum basilicum ‘Genovese’ 

Zones: Annual 

Size: 2 feet tall and 12 to 15 inches wide 

Conditions: Ful! sun; fertile, well-drained soil 


Basil is queen of the herb garden. Its lustrous, sweet-and-spicy 
leaves come In green or purple and smooth or ruffled, and they 
always draw attention. | prefer green-leaved ‘Genovese’ basil for its 
vigor and superior sweet-clove flavor. Pair ‘Genovese’ with purple 
basil to achieve a flavorful display of eye-catching contrast. 


+ GROW ME: Basil is easy to grow and can be started directly in its 
permanent container. Sow seeds indoors four to six weeks before the 
last frost. Keep plants indoors until temperatures reach between 60°F 
and 70°F. In hot weather, basil will take off and want to flower, leading 
to sparse foliage. Keep plants bushy and encourage fresh leaf produc- 
tion by cutting back stems. 


Keep variegated pineapple mint on hand 
for a sweet sensation 

Name: Mentha suaveolens ‘Variegata’ 

Zones: 6 to 9 

Size: 1 foot tall and 3 feet wide 

Conditions: Full sun; fertile, moist soil 


Pineapple mint has no discernible pineapple flavor but is a beautiful, spreading 
foliage plant with ruffled, cream-splashed green leaves that taste sweet and fruity. 
In the garden, it takes over damp corners, but in a container, it produces just 
enough leaves to fill out a medium-size pot. 


-> GROW ME: Pineapple mint is best grown from plants, not seeds, but it can 
easily be propagated using cuttings. To ensure a fresh supply of plants the following 
season, replant a few rooted clumps in a cold frame. 


‘Forest Green’ parsley can take the heat 
Name: Petroselinum crispum ‘Forest Green’ 

Zones: 5 to9 

Size: 12 to 18 inches tall and wide 

Conditions: Full sun to partial shade; moist, well-drained soil 


| love ‘Forest Green’ parsley for its arching stems of tightly curled, deep green 
foliage; its good disposition in hot weather; and its ability to grow back quickly 
after many cuts. | like to keep it close to my kitchen because it’s an important 
ingredient in nearly every dish, but | also consider it a beautiful plant with great 
value beyond its culinary use. 


~ GROW ME: Seed germination is variable. Start seeds indoors by soaking 
them in warm water for 48 hours, 10 to 12 weeks before the last frost. Change 
the water once, and rinse seeds before planting them. Once planted, cover them 
with soil and exclude light. Late-sown seeds will provide less mature plants for 
overwintering indoors, but expect them to lose vigor and need replacing the 
following season. To keep plants vigorous the entire season, cut them back 
‘occasionally and then fertilize. 


FFor more tips on using and storing herbs, visit www.vegetablagardener.com/extras ea} 


Gardening a path 
to your front door 


These dynamic entryways say “Welcome home” in style 


| Pama oh Be 


by Michelle Gervais 


IF YOU'VE DESIGNED your entryway garden well, visitors and passersby will get a good idea 


of who lives inside. It's like a window to your personality. Do you like warm, bright colors or 
soothing silvers and grays? Do you prefer the formality of cut flagstones or the casual timeless- 
ness of recycled bricks? Is your path welcoming and wide or narrow and mysterious? Each of 
these decisions makes a subtle statement about the people who live behind the front door. 
There are some elements that every entryway garden can benefit from. Evergreens lend per- 


manence and provide winter interest. Thoughtful hardscape connects a house to its garden, 


r 

and colorful details add charm and cohesiveness. The most important key to a successful entry- ry 
. é 2 ‘ 

way, however, is making it an expression of who you are. Here are some examples of successful f 


entryway gardens that serve as a prelude to an enjoyable stay. 


Use color to 
show the way 


By coordinating the colors of your 
house with the objects that lead up 
to it, you're making a clear state- 
ment with your entryway. On the 


facing page, a red pot and bench 
match the front stoop. It's a subtle 
yet effective way to pull an entryway 
garden together. In the garden at 
left, the home owner emphasizes the 
bold color of her house with a wel- 
coming bench of the same hue. The 
extension of the house color into 
the garden makes visitors feel as if 
they've been welcomed inside even 
before they reach the front door. 


continued on page 46 * 
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continued from page 44 


Express your personality 


This front garden has almost reached the level of an art installation. It's a gardeners 
dream and a hint of what's to come inside: the home of an eclectic and expressive, 
creative person. It definitely won't be a boring stay. 
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Minimize 
contusion 


Sometimes a house’s front 

door isn't visible from where 
you park your car. In a case 

like this, some clear directions 
are in order. The wide concrete 
path leaves nothing to the 
imagination. paving the way for 
charming and creative details, 
like the matching red-hot poker 
and pumpkin, which harmonize 
with the color of the house. The 
stepped adobe wall is a visual 
barrier that signals the end of 
the path, even though you can't 
see your destination. With other 
garden styles, a trellis panel 
could serve the same purpose. 


Tame the great outdoors 


As you walk the long, straight path to this front door, the garden 
around you gradually changes from wild and free-form to contained 
and symmetrical. Rather than presenting an abrupt change from 


outdoors to indoors, this garden eases the transition. 


TUT a 
eu 
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an inviting entryway 


@ A clear path. Save the meandering paths for the 
backyard, where you want to linger and explore. A 
path to your front door should be obvious, even if it 
turns here and there. Paths should be wide enough 
for two people to walk together. This also leaves room 
for plants to spill over the edges without getting your 
ankles wet with morning dew. 


@ Color. Rather than having just a swath of green 
foundation plantings, inject a fittle color in the form 
of vibrant flowers or a brightly painted object, like a 
bench; even the front door is an opportunity to add a 
splash of color. If you opt for both a colorful bench and 
a front door, coordinate their colors to tie the bench 
visually to the house. 


® Containers and ornaments. Give your guests 
a preview of your personality, and give yourself some 
familiar beloved objects to remind you that you're 
home. Start with a beautiful container or obelisk or, 
perhaps, a classic fountain or birdbath. These objects 
also bridge the gap between the house and the garden. 


@ Sufficient nighttime lighting. While you 
could find your door in the darkness without too 
much difficulty, it's nearly impossible for your guests. 
Pathway lighting and an attractive front light near the 
door make nighttime visitors feel cozy and welcomed 
Blazing safety lights, however, are off-putting. 


Leave no doubt that you’ve arrived 


If you've ever driven down a street, trying to find an address and having 
to peer through the darkness at tiny house numbers on porches, you'll 
appreciate this entryway garden. These home owners have made their 
house number an integral part of their garden design. Stonework pillars 
frame both the address and the doorway, inviting you to experience the 
perfect marriage of house and garden. 


continued on page 48 © 
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Make a 
big splash 
If you love having 
guests, a colorful 
exuberant entn 
cts that. This 
ard garden !s 
designed to catch 
Rather than 
nto the back- 


ground, it screams, 


Create a sense of permanence 
with shrubs 


The solid, reassuring presence of topiary standards flanking 
an entryway (above) lends a calming, timeless feel to this 
home Evergreens (below) keep this area of a garden low 
maintenance yet provide year-round appeal. People, after all, 
will still come to visit when the garden has gone dormant for 
the winter. Give them something lively and green to enjoy 
while waiting for you to answer the door 


Michelle Gervais is an associate editor, 
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Want more 
than daffodils 
and tulips? 
These exciting 
options will 
Spice up your 
spring palette 


Monotony 


by Becky Heath | 
WHAT WOULD SPRING be without daffodils and tulips? Despite 
their beauty, the same bulbs can get a little boring year after year. By 
adding a few special, colorful, and often underused bulbs, the “wow” 
can be put back into your garden. You can get sizzling colors and 
textures without a lot of extra effort or added cost. 

There are tons of unusual and amazing bulbs available. Get off the 
ordinary garden freeway—where everyone plants the same species— 
and venture out onto the scenic back roads, where extraordinary 
bulbs can put the spark back into your garden. 


Take no-mow zones from frumpy to fabulous 
Name: ‘Charlotte Bishop’ starflower (Ipheion uniflorum 
‘Charlotte Bishop’) 

USDA Hardiness Zones: 5 to 9 

Size: 6 to 8 inches tall 

Bloom time: Early to late spring 

Conditions: Full sun to partial shade; average, well-drained 
soil; dry soil during summer dormancy 

With its calming, rose pink color, ‘Charlotte Bishop’ star- 
flower makes a fabulous edging for borders. It produces 
small, sweetly fragrant flowers atop grasslike leaves. It looks 
great with other plants and works well around the base of 
trees where mowing would be difficult. Flowers can also be 
used to decorate the grass of chemical-free lawns. If stepped 
on, it smells a bit like garlic, which helps keep the critters 
away. In some situations, plants can reseed—a real plus in 
meadow-type gardens. Another special quality of this flower 
is that it blooms for almost the entire spring. 


This beauty plays 
well alone and 
with others 

Name: Blue Danube 
camassia (Camiassia 
leichtlinii ssp. suksdorfii 


‘Blauwe Donau’) 
Zones: 3 to 8 

Size: 2 to 3 feet tall 
Bloom time: 

Late spring 
Conditions: 

Full sun to partial 
shade; moist, well- 
drained soil 

Blue Danube 
camassia is 

eye candy 

because ol 

its dark blue 

color, a rare find 
among the more com- 
mon pastel blues of 
spring bulbs. A ter- 
rific bridge flower, it 
blooms between the 
big spring show and 
the summer splash of 
color. Its flowers atop 
tall stems create quite 
a stir, whether planted 
alone, in mass, or inter- 
mingled with other 
sun-loving flowers. 
This plant is also con- 


tent in damp spots. 
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Cut flowers aren't just for summer 
Name: ‘Excelsior’ Spanish bluebell 

| (Hyacinthoides hispanica ‘Excelsior’) 

Zones: 4 to 10 

Size: 6 to 16 inches tall 

Bloom time: Late spring 

Conditions: Full sun to partial shade; average, 
well-drained soil 

I love this bulb in the garden not only because 
of its color but also because of its strength and 
vibrancy. ‘Excelsior’ Spanish bluebell looks 
amazing with blooming azaleas (Rhododendron 
cvs., Zones 5-9), dogwoods (Conmius spp. and 
cvs., Zones 2-9), and viburnums (Viburnum 
spp. and cvs., Zones 3-9), and makes a terrific 
cut flower. Its linear leaves are sturdy, and the 
bulb spreads underground by runners to form 
{| nice clumps. Many varieties of Spanish bluebell 
will also reseed and naturalize into drifts. I've 
even seen them looking like a carpet in dap- 
pled deciduous woods. It is an adaptable bulb 
and, for me, has proven to be critter resistant. 


Large masses of blue-tlowered bulbs, especially dark blue, 
can mimic a dramatic “river” in the spring landscape. 


Fulfill your penchant for pastels 
Name: ‘Valerie Finnis’ grape hyacinth 
(Muscari armeniaciim ‘Valerie Finnis’) 
Zones: 4 to 8 

Size: 6 to 8 inches tall 

Bloom time: Mid- to late spring 


Conditions: Full sun; moist, well-drained soil 


‘Valerie Finnis’, one of the larger cultivars in its family, has 
long-lasting, tightly formed flower clusters. Extremely ver- ee 
satile, it can be planted alone or as part of a larger display. es 
You'll often find this and other varieties of Muscari planted 4 » 
in large quantities to resemble a river. Bulbs are inexpensive 
and need to be planted only 2 to 4 inches deep, and the 
resulting flowers can really spice up a garden. 
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Looking for 
amazing color 
Name: ‘Spring Valley 
Hybrids’ foxtail lily 
(Eremurus ‘Spring 
Valley Hybrids’) 
Zones: 5 to 8 

Size: 3 to 8 feet tall 
Bloom time: Late 
spring 

Conditions: Full sun; 
moist, fertile, well- 
drained soil 

‘Spring Valley Hybrids’ 
foxtail lily is a mix 

of several different 
hybrids grown from 
seed and propagated 
for cut flowers. The 
blooms make these 
plants the star of 
late-spring gardens. 
With their tall stems— 
some bearing up to 
500 florets in shades 
of white, pink, yel- 
low, or orange—they 
tower over every other 
flower. Planted against 
a dark background, 
their color and height 
is even more effective, 
appearing like tall gar- 
den sculptures. Their 
bulbs, which look a bit 
like an octopus, should 
be planted on a raised 
mound of soil to pro- 


vide good drainage. 


If you're looking for something unique, 
voodoo lily hits the spot 

Name: Voodoo lily (Dracunculus vulgaris) 

Zones: 6 to 9 

Size: | to 3 feet tall 

Bloom time: Late spring 

Conditions: Ful] sun to partial shade; average soil 


Voodoo lily is so unusual that special 


4 


cocktail parties have been planned 
around its bloom time. Each plant 
has a huge, reddish black spike 
surrounded by a similarly colored 
spathe, which makes it look like it has 
grown its own vase. The bloom briefly (about a day 
or two) stinks like rotting meat and attracts pollinat- 
ing flies and beetles. A leopard-spotted stem supports 
large variegated leaves, which spread out like a fan. 
Red berries emerge during summer when the bloom 
dies back, making it a two-season plant. Voodoo lily 
looks its best in tropical gardens or toward the back 


of flower borders. 


Essentials for spring-bulb success 


You paid your money; now, you want to see your spring bulbs bloom—not rot in the ground or get eaten by animals. Follow this simple 
advice to get your bulbs established and to keep them going throughout the seasan. 


54 


Know when to plant 

All the bulbs in this article need 
winter temperatures in order to 
bloom and should be planted in 
fall. The best time to plant is after 
you've had your first killing frost 
but before the ground freezes. In 
Zones 8 and warmer, bulbs may 
need precooling before they will 
bloom. But each pocket of earth is 
unique, so there is no definite way 
to determine, for certain, that your 
bulbs will need precooling without 
testing it yourself. 
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Steer clear of bulb rot 


Two major spring-bulb mistakes 
invite bulb rot to rear its ugly head. 
Drainage is the first concern. Site 
your bulbs in well-drained soil. If 
you don't have it, get it by amend- 
ing the planting site with compost, 
or pliant in mounds or raised beds to 
promote drainage. Too much water 
is also dangerous, but it's especially 
harmful when the roots are not yet 
active. Water only when needed, 
and keep your sprinkler system off 
the automatic setting. 


Keep the critters away 


Even with all the new products 
available, the best solution for 
keeping pests, like deer and 
voles, away is to plant things 

they don't like to eat. If you're 

not satisfied with limiting yourself, 
animal repellents work well. Apply 
repellents by putting the bulbs in 
a plastic bucket; using rubber 
gloves, spray the bulbs before 
planting them. Reapply repellent 
after the plants emerge to protect 
tasty new foliage. 
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This bulb is the 

“little black dress” 

of springtime 

Name: ‘Gravetye Giant’ summer 


snowflake (Leucojum aestivum 
“Gravetye Giant’) 


Zones: 3 to 9 
Size: 2 to 3 feet tall 

Bloom time: Early spring 
Conditions: Full sun 

to partial shade; ¥ 
rich, moist soil ~ 
This is a 
fabulous 


‘ 


critterproof, 


moisture- 


tolerant, long- 
lasting flower. Its hanging white 
bells begin blooming in early spring 
and continue with new florets for 
many wecks. It is one of the most 
adaptable favorites at our nursery. 
Because its bells are white, summer 
snowflake works well with any color 
scheme—from soft pastels to hot, 
vibrant tones. It also blooms as 
nicely in a sunny flower border as in 


a damp, shady spot. When it's hap- 


pily growing, it spreads itself around. 


Add an early-season splash of color 


Name: ‘Blue Giant’ glory of the snow 
(Chionodoxa forbesii ‘Blue Giant’) 
Zones: 3 to 8 

Size: 4 to 8 inches tall 


SOURCES 
The following mail- 
order plant sellers 

offer the widest 

selection of the 
bulbs featured: 


Bloom time: Early spring = seen 
rent an 


Conditions: Full sun to partial shade; rich, well-drained soil Becky's Bulbs, 
Gloucester, Va.; 
Glory of the snow, in various shades of blue, pink, or white, is one 877-661-2852; 
£th li bulb heri : ‘Blue Gi a2 f www.brentand 
of the earliest bulbs to usher in spring. ‘Blue Giant’ is one of my beckysbulbs.com 
favorites because it's a bit larger and stronger than the regular types McClure & 
Fi : : é : . Zimmerman, 
and its color is so alluring. Planted in the right spot, this bulb can Friesland, Wis.; 
naturalize to create a wonderful carpet. My husband and I planted 800-546-4053; 


www.mzbulb.com 


a river of it in our chemical-free lawn, where it greets us every time 
White Flower 


we walk in and out of the house. It's also a treasure when combined Farm, Litchfield, 

‘ ; ; n.; 800-503- 
with other bulbs and plants, and makes a great companion plant for ot WAiiNahite 
around the ankles of larger, early-blooming bulbs. flawerfarm.com 


Becky Heath is co-owner of Brent and Becky's Bulbs in Gloucester, Virginia. 
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by Brandi Spade 


srr 


NO MATTER WHAT TYPE 

of gardener you are—be it 
vegetable, ornamental, or both— 
the space you have to grow 
your plants often dictates 


> What you’ll need 


your choices. So as a gar- 
A deep plastic garbage can 


dener whose “garden” is 
Potting mix that is safe 
for edibles 


actually a collection of 


A drill, or a hammer and nail containers on a 8-foot- 


long and 5-foot-wide bal- 


Potato starts 
cony off of a second-floor 


at aes apartment, I get my seed 
catalogs and often have to thumb 
heartbreakingly past my all-time- 
favorite edible: the potato. 

The potato has it all: It's easy to 
grow, requires little maintenance; 
and even produces beautiful, star- 
shaped flowers. It also yields an 
abundance of edible tubers that 
can be mashed, baked, scalloped, or 
fried, according to your taste. 

For several years, I resigned 
myself to the idea that this tuber- 
ous plant was not suitable for a 
container garden. But where there's 
a will, there's a way. This year, I set 
all negativity aside and, with a little 
research and experimentation, 
decided that all | needed was the 
right container. And I found that 
in the most unlikely of places: the 
kitchen garbage can. 


Brandi Spade is an assistant editor. 
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A CAN’? 


It isn’t crazy —there’s always space for spuds 


{ STEP 1} Prep the can 


A. Potatoes need a soil depth of about 2 feet to grow 
in, so select a can that will accommodate that 
amount of soil. A plastic can is best because it is 
weatherproof and you can easily drill drainage 
holes in it. You also want to start with a clean can. 
If it's new, simply wash away potentially harmful 
residues with warm water; for an older can, elimi- 
nate possible bacteria by washing out the can with 
warm, soapy water and rinsing it out with cold 


0 


water to remove the suds. 


Potatoes will rot if left to sit in wet soil, so drill 
several drainage holes in the base of the container. 
If you don't have a drill, you can improvise by 
using a hammer and nail to pound out several 
holes. Make sure you drill holes in the base as well 
as along the sides—about | to 2 inches above the 


bottom—to ensure plenty of drainage. 


Once you create the drainage holes, place your can 
in a sunny location and fill it 5 inches from the 

top with potting mix. If the soil level is lower than 
that, the container rim may shade the potatoes, preventing them from getting enough 
sunlight; if it is much higher, you will not have enough room to mound soil on top of 
the emerging plant. Potatoes prefer slightly acidic soil but will perform well in almost 
any soil. For ease of movement and drainage, you can place the can on a rolling plant 


stand or on pot feet. 


Qrowme TIP 


Double 
your start 


You can purchase 
potato starts from 
almost any nursery or 
garden center from late 


winter to early spring. 


Another option is to 


prepare your own starts. 
Keep some potatoes 
from the grocery store 
or farmers’ market, and 
let them sprout at home. 
Any potato with eyes 
(the sprouts that emerge 
when you've left a bag 
of potatoes sitting ina 
drawer too !fong) is able 
to be planted and will 
grow under the right 
conditions. If a potato 
start has more than one 
eye (photo, above), you 
can cut the potato in 
half and let it dry out to 


form two potato starts. 


continued on page 58 = 
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{ STEP 2} 
Plant the potato 


A. Press your potato start (sidebar, p. 57) about 6 inches into the soil with the eyes facing toward the sun. Plant only one or two starts 
per can; otherwise, the soil will quickly be sapped of nutrients. Cover the starts with soil. 


B. Because the potato tubers will grow in the soil that lies between the surface and the original potato start, it's important to mound 
additional soil on top of the emerging plant. Remember to leave some green foliage above the soil line so that the leaves can 
photosynthesize. You may have to mound soil on the plant a couple of times in the early stages of growth. 


C. If the potatoes make their way to the surface after a few weeks, then their exposure to direct sun will cause the greening of 
uncovered potatoes, leaving them bitter and potentially toxic. To fix that, add more soil to keep them covered as they grow. 


{ STEP 3 ) 
Keep the 
plant alive 


Potatoes require mini- 
mal care under mild 
conditions. During 
warm weather, how- 
ever, be sure to keep 
the soil in your con- 
tainer moist. Avoid 
overwatering, which 
will cause potatoes to 
rot; it can also produce 


watery, gritty potatoes. 


I generally water my 


potatoes once a week; | : 
STEP 4 ; 


during extreme heat Let the foliage expire ‘ 
or periods of drought. If you are an impatient person, like me, harvest the smal] baby ‘ 
After the plant has potatoes, referred to as new potatoes, as soon as the plant fin- 7 
grown a few inches tall, ishes flowering. Once the flowers are gone, the plant's energy 
I also like to apply an is completely invested in growing tubers. As the plant starts to i 
organic fertilizer that turn yellow and die back, dig down and gently harvest a few j 
is safe for edibles. This is the only round of fer- potatoes to test their size. People willing to wait the full term i 
tilizer I use. Too much fertilizer will produce a for tuber maturity will know it's time to harvest when the 
large, lush potato plant but few tubers. potato plant dies back completely. 


water more frequently 


58 Fine Gardening | www. finegardening.com 


{ STEP 5} 
Dig up the harvest 


A. Ina limited space, it’s good to 
keep the mess to a minimum. 
Lay down some newspapers 
or a tarp, and simply dump 
out the contents of the can. 
Sift through the soil with your 
fingers to locate the tubers. 


B. Once you've harvested all 
the potatoes, dispose of the 
soil and the expired plant. 
The nutrients in the soil are 
gone and it may harbor dis- 
ease, so don't reuse the soil 
or put it in the compost pile. 
Wash the potatoes, and allow 
them to air-dry before storing. 
Harvested potatoes can be 
kept in a cool, dark location 
for several months. 


Potatoes for every meal 


When planting potatoes in a can, you're working with 
limited space. To get the maximum enjoyment out 
of your harvest, start by picking and planting a 
potato variety that best suits your taste. The 
starch content often dictates the best use 

of the potato variety: High-starch content 

is typically described as “gritty” and has a 
crumbling and fluffy texture, medium-starch 
content is often creamier and multipurpose, 
and low-starch content holds together more 
readily and has little or no grit. 


FINGERLING: Low in starch. 
Use: roasted potatoes, steamed 
potatoes, boiled potatoes 


RED SKINNED: Low in starch. Use: 
potato salads, gratins, fried potatoes 


RUSSET: High in 
starch. Use: baked 
potatoes, French fries, 
potato pancakes 


YUKON GOLD: Medium 
starch. Use: baked potatoes, 
mashed potatoes, soups 


To see how to plant potatoes in a can, go to www.vegetablegardener.com/extras 
Ss = 
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VVnen you've 


grown 


your grass 


Replace your unused lawn with these 
low-maintenance alternatives by susan Harris 


LIKE ANY TRADITIONAL American gardener, I’ve paid 
homage to the gods of turfgrass around my house. !'ll admit 
that lawns provide a place to rest the eye and showcase 
mixed borders; they also create a sense of order and safety 
around the house. But turfgrass is boring—not to mention 
high maintenance. All the buying and schlepping of products 
and the constant mowing and watering is overwhelming. 
Maintaining my lawn required carrying a mower down some 
tricky stairs, and because I didn't water my lawn, it looked 
brown for most of the summer. So | was actually being self- 
ish when I dug up and composted my turfgrass. And with the 
grass gone, I also kissed good-bye to the mower, the fertilizer, 
the sprinkler, and almost all of the weeding. 

If you don’t need a tough playing surface for kids and 
dogs, grass can be replaced with just about anything—trees, 
shrubs, perennials, edibles, patios, gazebos—but | chose to 
simply copy the look of a lawn using plants more to my lik- 
ing. No minimeadow for me—just low ground covers that 
require little or no care, are interesting and fun to grow, 
and look good all year. What | call my gorgeous “exlawn” is 
thriving with a mix of evergreen ground covers that enjoy 
sun, can handle light traffic, and will survive a heavy garden 
hose being lugged across them. 


MASS THESE GROUND COVERS FOR A 

ONE-OF-A-KIND LOOK 

The most grasslike plant I’ve experimented with is lilyturf 
(Liriope spicata* and cvs.). Definitely in the “thug” category, 
lilyturf is best planted alone and in controlled sites. | recom- 
mend it for the hell strip between sidewalks and streets, but 
its vigorous runners may still reappear on the other side of the 
sidewalk. | would avoid planting it in areas you walk over be- 
cause it has a lumpy growth habit and reaches 8 to 16 inches 
tall. Because lilyturf does not require mowing, you could also 


Fine Gardening | www.finegardening.com 


beyon 


plant it on steep banks where erosion is a problem and mow- 
ing is difficult. In moist or dry soil and in sun or shade, this 
plant thrives (but spreads less aggressively in full shade). Be- 
cause it fills in fast, this type of liriope will cover large spaces 
at little or no cost. In my town, neighbors are always willing 
to share their extras. A well-behaved cousin, liriope (Liriope 
muscari and cvs., USDA Hardiness Zones 6-10) is a much 
better choice where spreading would be a problem. It has the 
same carefree qualities as lilyturf, including the optional care 
of late-winter clipping or mowing to remove ratty foliage. 

Where my oval-shaped, 20-foot-long by 1 1-foot-wide 
front lawn once grew, I planted a few varieties of thyme 
(Thymus spp. and cvs.) for their fragrance and drought 
tolerance. Slow spreading and at a cost of $3 to $6 per 
plant, they’re not an inexpensive option. You can expect 
each plant to spread about 6 inches per year, so filling 
a large space takes a hefty budget or a lot of patience. I 
learned the hard way that plopping thyme into regular 
garden soil just won’t do. It needs a good 6-inch depth of 
fast-draining soil for optimal growth. 

If you are growing thyme, expect to weed aggressively 
the first year. During the second year, it will begin to out- 
compete new weed seeds, and by the third or fourth season, 
it will reach full coverage. To speed up the process, divide 
larger clumps to fill in any gaps. Once filled in, thyme is 
close to trouble-free. It doesn’t require mowing or fertiliz- 
ing and only needs water in drought conditions. It can han- 
dle moderate foot traffic (being walked on once or twice a 
day), and it releases a lovely fragrance as you stroll over it. 
I grow ‘Bressingham’ creeping thyme (T. doerfleri ‘Bressing- 
ham’, Zones 6-9) and white creeping thyme (T. serphyllum 
‘Albus’, Zones 4-9); both are under 2 inches tall. 

An option for shady sites with some daily foot traffic is 
mazus (Mazus reptans and cvs.), which spreads by creep- 
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ways to remove grass 


@® Power it up 

You can slice the sod with a sod cutter, but expect to get some good 
exercise in the process. A gas-powered sod cutter is not as fast and 
easy as its makers claim, but it’s worth a try: it can be rented from most 
equipment-rental stores for about $45 a day. For the same cost, try a 
rototiller. It unearths the grass and weeds but does not remove them. 
The problem is that, because the grass and weeds are not removed, 
the seeds and roots remain and weeding soon becomes a problem. 


| 
| 


@ Muscle it out 


| used a flat-edged shovel to remove 


my lawn. | slid the blade under the ® Smother it down 

sod roots, sliced out an area, and The layer method (also known as “lawn lasagna") smothers 

lifted the chunks out by hand. | rather than removes the grass. Place eight overlapping lay- 

removed about 30 square feet of sod ers of newspaper or one layer of cardboard over the area you 

per hour this way. | cold-composted want to remove, then cover that with about a 3-inch-deep 

the clumps of sod, which delivered layer of weed-free mulch or compost. Water it down, and 

the best compost ever—without my wait. This simple decomposing process takes six months to 

ever having to turn the pile. a year. So if you have patience, this is a good option for you. i 
ing stems that root as they creep along. At 2 inches tall, it Vigorous enough to be combined with golden creeping 
appears almost flat against the soil. It prefers moist soil, so Jenny is dwarf cinquefoil (Potentilla neumanniana ‘Nana’); 
provide some irrigation in dry climates. When established, together, they form a lovely mosaic in chartreuse and light 
it's a dense green carpet that outcompetes weeds and green. From April to June, dwarf cinquefoil has small, but- 
sports attractive lavender blooms in spring through sum- tery gold flowers, which hover over delicate strawberry- 


like leaves that reach 3 to 4 inches tall with about a 1-foot 
green in warm areas. spread. Plant it in well-drained soil in full sun to partial 
Golden creeping Jenny (Lysimachia nummularia* shade and then leave it alone; it’s tough as nails but doesn't 


‘Aurea’) is a known thug. It doesn't play well with its neigh- tolerate being transplanted. Dwarf cinquefoil can take 
more foot traffic than the other lawn alternatives I've 


mer. It is noted for fall color in some climates and is ever- 


bors but is perfect for replacing lawns as it can be kept 
within bounds simply by edging. The plant is less than planted, but it still can’t handle any soccer games. 

3 inches tall with an aggressive spread. Its eye-popping In my J,000-square-foot backyard, | planted golden 
chartreuse leaves turn an attractive red in winter, then green carpet sedum (Sedum acre, Zones 3-8, top left photo, 

up again in early spring. It tolerates full sun to partial shade facing page), a creeping variety that is only 4 inches tall. 
and needs supplemental water during periods of moderate Because | already had this succulent growing along my dry 


drought. It’s tough enough to handle occasional foot traffic. streambed, I simply lifted chunks of it and planted them a 
foot apart across the expanse that was once lawn; within 


two months, they completely filled in without costing me 
a cent. It’s drought tolerant and never needs fertilizing—or 
really any care at all. By the second year, the sedum was 
thick enough to completely outcompete weeds. Golden 
carpet sedum has bright yellow blooms in late spring, 


MIX THESE LOW GROWERS FOR A CREATIVE 
ALTERNATIVE TO TURF 

If a single species massed together is not exciting enough 
for you, create your own growing mosaic by combining a 
few species together. 


Photos, secapt where noted Steve Aitken o 00 (arane), Kidajnam/worw,.dreamatime.com; ® G1 (top), Kerry Ann Moore: p. a1 
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which are covered by pollinators. Its undulating habit is 
lovely, anc despite a short root system, it retains the soil on 
the hillside in my back garden. Although it is slower grow- 
ing, creeping red sedum (Sedum spurium and cvs., Zones 
4-9) sports multicolored leaves and makes an interesting 
combination with golden carpet sedum. Both varieties 
handle light foot traffic. 

For a nice companion to creeping sedums, | like Dutch 
white clover (Trifolium repens*, Zones 4-8, left photo, 
above). Clovers were once added to turf mixes for their 
excellent nitrogen-fixing or self-fertilizing talents until 
the wecd killer 2,4-D turned out to kill it, too; after that, 
advertisers simply rebranded it as a weed. It's not a weed. 
It's a self-feeding wonder plant, and compared to common 


GOLDEN CREEPING JENNY « Zones 4 to 8 


DWARF CINQUEFOIL « Zones 5 to 8 


Mix plants together. 
Golden carpet sedum 
and Dutch white clover 
play nice together and 
create a stunning green- 
and-chartreuse tapestry. 


i 
turfgrasses, it tolerates more shade, poorer soils, and less 
water. You can mix 4- to 8-inch-tall clover with other low 
ground covers, as I did with sedum, or plant it alone for a 
cheap, easy-care lawn (though one that’s not tough enough 
for sports). Clover growers can mow regularly to mimic 
the look of a lawn, mow once in summer to remove brown 
flowers and encourage rebloom, or not mow at all. 
My exlawn is certainly more colorful and interesting than 
turfgrass could ever be and is less work—that is, less work 
than the perfect-looking, overwatered, overfed, and over- 
sprayed lawn my dad was so proud of. My mix of lilyturf, 
thyme, mazus, creeping Jenny, dwarf cinquefoil, sedum, 
and clover is always evolving. I'll be tweaking it for years to 
come. After all, what | love is gardening, not “yardening.” ow 


Susan Harris tends her exlawn in the Washington, D.C., area. 
She is a member of the Lawn Refonn Coalition, and writes for 
GardenRant.com. 


SOURCES 


The following mail-order plant sellers offer the widest selection of 
the lawn alternatives featured: 


Cottage Garden, Piasa, Sandy Mush Herb Nursery, 
lll.; 618-729-4324: www. Leicester, N.C.; 828-683-2014: 
cottgardens.com www.sandymushherbs.com 
Joy Creek Nursery, White Flower Farm, Litchfield, 
Scappoose, Ore.; 503-543- Conn.; 800-503-9624: www. 
7474; www.joycreek.com whiteflowerfarm.com 
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A design that defies 
deer and drought 


By embracing the challenges of your site, 
your garden will flourish in its surroundings 
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by Rebecca Sweet 


JULIA ZARCONE AND DAVID PATMORE have been embrac- 
ing the green movement for most of their lives. Their home sits on 
a 3-acre hilltop in Los Altos Hills outside of San Francisco and is 
constructed with straw bales. Throughout their home, huge picture 
windows overlook the magnificent Santa Cruz Mountains. They 
asked me to create a garden that would seamlessly tie into the 
surrounding mountains while maintaining their simple vision: No 
water, no pesticides, no pretense. That sounds simple enough, but 
there were plenty of challenges that came along with this “simple” 
request. We found a way to turn these challenges into successes by 
taking our cues from the surrounding landscape. 

The biggest challenge was creating an intimate garden in such 
a huge space. How could anything possibly stand up to the over- 
powering beauty and scope of a mountain range without becom- 
ing lost? Whenever I’m faced with trying to create a garden in a 
large space, I find that dividing the space into visually manageable 
sections allows the eye to take it all in. So I carved the space into 
four separate areas with the use of gently winding paths. Now, the 
mountain range doesn’t overpower the area but rather acts as the 
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DEER-RESISTANT PLANTS 


The reasons are 


—,.many—as well as 
» mysterious—as 


to why deer’con- 
sider some plants 


~wa delicacy and oth- 


ers something to 


eS 


»avoid. Plants touted — _.- 


as “deer resistant” 


tend to have some ™ 


a 


‘characteristics in 
common: Their foli- 


| have a lot in common 


age Is fuzzy, highly aromatic; thick, or thorny, or it contains 
some sort of irritant. Keep these factors in mind when pur- 
chasing plants that you want hungry deer to ignore. Here are 
some of the plants that deer eschew in this garden: 


- Cherry Bomb*® Japanese 
barberry (Berberis 


_- thunbergii* ‘Monomb’, 


~ Zones 5-8) > 


> ‘Efanthia’ euphorbia 
- (Euphorbia amygdaloides 
‘Efanthia', Zones 6-9) 
~ Fringed lavender 
(Lavandula dentata, 
Zones 5-9) 


~ ‘Hidcote’ English laven- 
der (Lavandula angusti- 
folia ‘Hidcote', Zones 5-8) 


~ Jerusalem sage (Phiomis 
fruticosa, Zones 8-9) 


~ ‘Karl Foerster’ feather 
reed grass (Calamagrostis 
x acutiflora ‘Karl 
Foerster’, Zones 5-9) 


~ Lambs’ ears (Stachys 
byzantina, Zones 4-8) 


~ Large cape rush 
(Chondropetalum 
elephantinum, Zones 9-11) 


~ Lavender cotton 
(Santolina chamaecyp- 
arissus, Zones 6-9) 


-> ‘Little John’ bottlebrush 


(Callistemon ‘Little John’, 
Zones 9-11) 


~ Mediterranean spurge 
(Euphorbia characias, 
; Zones 7-10) 


~ ‘Moonshine’ yarrow 
(Achillea ‘Moonshine’, 
Zones 3-8) 


- ‘Morning Light’ miscan- 
thus (Miscanthus sinensis* 
‘Morning Light’, Zones 4-9) 


~ ‘Otto Quast’ Spanish 
lavender (Lavandula 
stoechas ‘Otto Quast’, 
Zones 8-9) 


~ Pride of Madeira (Echium 
candicans, Zones 10-11) 


~ Prostrate germander 
(Teucrium chamaedrys 
‘Prostratum’, Zones 4-9) 


~ ‘Provence’ lavender 
(Lavandula x intermedia 
‘Provence’, Zones 5-8) 


- ‘Tuscan Blue’ rosemary 
(Rosmarinus officinalis 
‘Tuscan Blue’, Zones 8-11) 


~ ‘Winifred Gilman’ 
California blue sage 
(Salvia clevelandii ‘Winifred 
Gilman’, Zones 9-11) 


~ Wormwood {Artemisia 
absinthium*, Zones 4-8) 


“See invasive alert on page 14. 
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An ecofriendly house demands an ecofriendly garden. Plants native to the area and to similar climates around the world are 
naturally adapted to the harsh conditions in this garden, keeping watering and problems to a minimum. 


garden's walls, bringing down the sheer size of the space 
into something that's easier to digest visually. 

I didn't want this garden to stick out like a sore thumb, 
either. The plants had to blend in with the surround- 
ing vegetation as well as with the southwestern adobe- 
inspired style of the house. First, I chose plants that are 
native to our area, such as monkey flower (Mimulus 
aurantiacus, USDA Hardiness Zones 7-11), ‘Julia Phelps’ 
California lilac (Ceanothus ‘Julia Phelps’, Zones 9-10), 
and matilija poppy (Romneya coulteri, Zones 8-10). 

By blurring the line between what is growing in the 
mountains and what is growing in the garden, the two 
spaces seamlessly connect. Second, | chose plants with 

a mounding and billowy habit, like ‘Powis Castle’ arte- 
misia (Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’, Zones 6-9), Jerusalem 
sage, and lavenders (Lavandula spp. and cvs., Zones 5-9) 
to mimic the mounding mountains. 

Third, I chose colors that would harmonize with 
and complement the iron oxide color of the house, 
like the yellow of ‘Moonshine’ yarrow, the purple of 
‘Walker's Low’ catmint (Nepeta X faassenii ‘Walker's 
Low’, Zones 4-8), and the burgundy of Cherry Bomb® 
Japanese barberry. 

And finally, | placed the smaller, tighter plants, like 
prostrate germander, up front and the largest, most 


billowy plants, like lion's tail (Leonotis leonurus, Zones 
10-11), toward the back of the garden to draw the eye 
down, then gently up toward the mountain range. 


BAKING SUN AND DROUGHT DEMAND BULLETPROOF 
PLANTS 

There's a phrase I heard once that applies here: “The only 
thing that separates hell’s heat from this place is a screen 
door.” There isn't a hint of shade on this hilltop. On a 

hot summer day, temperatures can be blistering at more 
than 100°F. Whatever I planted had to be able to with- 
stand long days of withering, incinerator-like conditions. 
As if that weren't enough, the plants we chose had to be 
able to survive with little or no supplemental watering. 
California has been in a drought for the past few years, 
with no end in sight. Los Altos Hills—along with most of 
California—now has strict water limits in place. Combine 
that with our climate's typically dry summers, and you've 
got an incredibly hot and dry environment. 

We chose plants native to California and to the Medi- 
terranean, which are naturally adapted to hot and dry 
climates. Plants that fall into this category typically have 
characteristics that enable them to withstand the heat: 
Their leaves are gray, thick, or fuzzy, all of which act as 
a protective layer. I had to be careful, however, not to 
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FILOLI IS ONE of Northern 
California's most impressive 
estates, and its famous knot gar- 
den (above) is the inspiration 
behind this design. I've always 
loved knot gardens and the 

way the plants seem to weave 
under and over one another in 

a Persian carpet sort of way. By 
abiding by some of the classic 
knot garden’s design elements 
and altering others, ] was able to 
achieve in this casual California 
garden the desired weaving 
effect of a traditional knot gar- 
den without the fussiness that 


it usually entails. 


A defined border 
Traditional knot gardens often have a 
border of tightly clipped boxwood. While 


this garden has no tightly clipped plantings, 


it is surrounded by a visual border of the 
surrounding mountains. 


Aromatic plants 

Many traditional knot gardens are planted 
with aromatic plants and culinary herbs. 
While this garden follows that rule, it 
does so on a larger scale, using many of 
the same traditional plants, like santolina 
(Santolina rosmaninifolia, Zones 6-9), 
prostrate germander, and lavenders. 


Contrasting foliage colors 

Using different foliage colors is an excel- 
lent way to create the weaving pattern of 
a knot garden. It also keeps the garden 
interesting. The dark maroon color of the 
Cherry Bomb® Japanese barbery against 
the gray color of ‘Moonshine’ yarrow cre- 
ates a contrast that can't be ignored. 


| WHAT SHE CHANGED 


aii: maintenance feve! 
Instead of the constant pruning of a 
traditional knot garden, | let the plants 
keep their natural forms, giving them 


only minor pruning in winter. 


Rigid symmetry 
Typically constructed within a square 
frame, knot gardens are strictly sym- 
metrical in both their shape and plant 
placement. This garden, however, is free- 
flowing in design. The casual symmetry 
comes from planting similar forms or 
colors near each other. The yellow flow- 
ers and form of the ‘Moonshine’ yarrow, 
for example, are echoed by those of the 
Jerusalem sage. 


entral focal point 
Traditional knot gardens often have a 
focal point in the center. This garden 
has several focal points, leading the eye 
gently from bed to bed and beyond. 


choose too many gray-leaved plants as that color makes 
an area seem visually hotter than it is. It's important to 
mix in plenty of green or burgundy plants to add a lush 
element to the landscape. Some examples of these are 
green-leaved lavenders (Lavandula heterophylla, Zones 
7-10, and L. dentata, Zones 5-9) and “Tuscan Blue’ 
rosemary, and the maroon foliage of ‘Efanthia’ euphor- 
bia and purple fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum* 
‘Rubrum’, Zones 8-11). 


DEER ARE A CONSTANT PRESENCE 

Because the property is smack-dab in the middle of 
the mountains, the sheer amount of deer roaming the 
site is overwhelming. California has little to no sum- 
mer rain; by August, the hillsides have begun to dry 

up and the deer become hungry enough to eat just 
about anything. And the plants that are supposed to be 
deerproof? Forget it. At best, they're deer resistant, and 
even then, each individual deer’s appetite is different 
from the next. While I was working on site, the deer 
would follow me around like pets, sometimes lurking 
just a few feet away from me, waiting to see what I had 
brought them to eat. 

When dealing with deer and other nonstop eating 
machines, I've found that playing the numbers game 
is effective. By planting a wide variety of deer-resistant 
plants, you won't end up with an entire section of your 
garden decimated should the deer develop a taste for 
one particular plant. I also had luck planting several vari- 
eties of the same species. | found that, for example, some 
salvias (Salvia spp. and cvs., Zones 5-11) were consid- 
ered delicious hors d'oeuvres, while other varieties were 
completely shunned (for a list, see p. 72). I could easily 
replace varieties that had been eaten with those that had 
not and still maintain the integrity of the design. 

Timing is also important when planting a garden 
that's visited by deer. The best time of year to plant 
is spring, when the deer have lots of other options to 
eat in the surrounding hillsides. The worst time is late 
summer or fall, when the hills dry up and the deer are 
starving. As for any other small critters that happen to 
drop in, the family cat does a good job of making a dent 
in their population. 

By taking cues from the surroundings, choosing plants 
that are adapted to this climate, and accepting the local 
wildlife, we've created a garden that works with nature, 
not against it. cw 


Rebecca Sweet is a garden designer in Los Altos, California. 
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HEALTHY GARDEN 


Does alcohol promote 
or stunt plant growth? 


—Bob Simpson, Greeley, Nebraska 


Jeff Gillman, associate professor of horticulture at the 
University of Minnesota and author of The Truth about Garden 
Remedies, responds: 


WHEN I FIRST READ in an old gardening book about using alco- 
hol to help plants grow, I was skeptical. After all, alcohol is made 
from dead plants: Beer, wine, whiskey, and vodka are the result of 
microbes feeding on plant material (usually fruit) in an environ- 


good recipe for a living plant. But I've leamed over the years to try 


propagated butterfly bushes (Buddleia spp. and cvs, USDA Hardi- 
ness Zones 6-9) to see if the alcohol would aid in plant growth. 

] placed the plants in three containers of hydroponic (soilless, 
liquid nutrient) solution to which I added three different beers: 
Guinness, Michelob Light, and Sharp's nonalcoholic. For the next 
couple of months, | observed the plants’ growth above and below 
the surface of the hydroponic solution and quickly came to the 
conclusion that beer just isn't good for plants. At the end of the 
experiment, the plants were either stunted or, in some cases, dead 
Even plants grown with the nonalcoholic beer were somewhat 
stunted compared to plants grown without any beer at all. 

A few years later, however, | had the good fortune to stumble 
upon an article by William Miller and Erin Finan in the scientific 
journal HortTechnology. These researchers really didn’t care about 
making plants grow; in fact, they were looking for just the oppo- 
site: to keep plants small. Many indoor plants, particularly seasonal 
bulbs grown over the holidays, look more attractive if they are 
small. Otherwise, they can end up looking disheveled and “floppy,” 
as my daughters might say. 


>> THE BOTTOM LINE 
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Miller and Finan tested gin, vodka, whiskey, rum, tequila, and 
peppermint schnapps as an additive for the water used for paper- 
whites grown in nondraining, gravel-filled Styrofoam cups, and dis- 
covered that this concoction would make the plants grow smaller. 
(They found that beer and wine resulted in unhealthy plants.) 

Because these researchers had done such a nice job with paper- 
whites, I decided to test this concoction on another plant: Peruvian 
daffodil (Hymenocallis spp. and cvs., Zones 6-11). | planted two of 
these bulbs in separate beakers filled with gravel and watered with 
a5 percent solution of alcohol from a pepper-flavored vodka (I 
love a good Bloody Mary), and I treated another two the same way 
except that | used water. The results were fascinating and different 
from what J had expected. Within two weeks, roots had developed 
on the bulbs planted without alcohol, and within a month, one of 
the bulbs had bloomed. The bulbs planted with the alcohol devel- 
oped few roots and didn’t bloom at all, even after three months. 
Their leaves were extremely small, though they never looked sickly 
and, other than size, seemed perfectly healthy (photo, above). 


After conducting this experiment, | have a hard time recommending 5 percent alcohol as a treatment to dwarf anything other than 
paperwhites. But for those with curious minds and a few extra bucks to blow on some bulbs, | can’t think of a better experiment 
than testing different concentrations of your liquor of choice on different bulbs to see which respond well and which don't. 


Try it at home: If you want to try dwarfing bulbs with alcohol, mix up a solution of about 5 percent alcohol (the amount that 
these researchers used) by simply adding two tablespoons of your favorite 80 proof liquor (40 percent alcohol—most of the vodkas, 
gins, and scotches that you will find in your local liquor store will be about this strong) to a cup of water. It's as simple as that. 
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What’s lurking in your firewood? 


Firewood is like any other dead plant material: It can carry disease and 
insect pests (like the Asian long-homed beetle, pictured). When you 
take firewood from one place to another, you can bring these pests 
with you and possibly introduce an invasive nuisance to a region that 
hasn't yet been exposed to it. 

To help contain the problem, only buy local firewood. And when you're out camp- 
ing or otherwise traveling, use local firewood there, as well; when you retum home, 
leave the firewood behind. To give you just a little taste of the severity of this prob- 
lem, check out this list of potential plant killers that love to travel via firewood: 


INVASIVE INSECTS | © Emerald ash borer * Pine shoot beetle _ 
_——— | (|S (Agrilus planipennis) (Tomicus piniperda) 
¢ Asian ambrosia beetle ¢ Gypsy moth e Sirex wood wasp 
(Xylasandrus crassiusculus) (Lymantria dispar) (Sirex noctilio) 
* Asian long-horned beetle — « Hemlock woolly adelgid « Sugar maple borer 
{Anoplophora glabripennis) (Adelges tsugae) (Glycobius speciosus) 


Improve your indoor gardening skills 


YOU'RE AN OUTDOOR GARDENING GENIUS, so why is indoor gardening such an impos- 
sible feat? Use these tips as a guide to keep your home filled with happy, healthy houseplants: 


+ Purchase healthy, bug-free plants: Be picky. A houseplant at a garden center should look 
its best, not like it’s on its last leg. If you gently squeeze the sides of a plastic pot and the soil 
appears wet like a sponge, look carefully because you'll probably see fungus gnats. Also, if you Rec 
gently thump the side of a container, you might see a whitefly cloud rise out of the soil. Avoid : Barren a 
buying these plants and introducing their problems into your home. : 


-» Keep a holding room: When you bring home a new plant, isolate it in a room away from 
other houseplants for up to a month to make sure it’s bug- and disease-free. 


+ Don’t overuse fertilizer: Provide plant food monthly only during spring and summer, and 
use a diluted 20-20-20 fertilizer. Remember: Fertilizer makes plants bigger; too much of it can 
make plants quickly outgrow their pots. 


> Upgrade pots judiciously: Only when a plant's roots have outgrown its pot (often trailing 
out of drainage holes) does it need to be bumped up to a bigger container. Change pots conser- oi a 
vatively because many plants, like succulents and cacti, prefer to be a bit root bound. : WATERING 


+ Don’t underwater, and don’t overwater: Plants only need water when they're dry— 
unless the plant tag specifies otherwise. To water, fill the container from the top layer of soil to 
the brim until water comes out the drainage holes in the bottom. Wait for about half an hour 
for the plant to drink what it needs. Remove excess water from the saucer with a turkey baster 
(don’t use the same baster you use for cooking, however). 


+ Rejuvenate tropicals with spa days: Most houseplants are tropicals and enjoy humidity. 
Treat them to a spa day by relocating them—one or two at a time—to a steamy bathroom. 


~+ Use flags for plant sitters: When you go away on vacation, place a flag in the pots of 


plants that need special attention, such as extra water. This will let your guest waterer know 
which plants to keep a careful eye on. 


Julia Hofley's houseplants share her home in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 


FLAGGING 


continued on page 72 = 


HEALTHY GARDEN continued from page 71 


Stop girdling roots before they start 


SOMETHING COULD BE LURKING down in the root system of your tree that could 
be slowly killing it: girdling roots. This problem can be established long before you even 
purchase a tree—but you may not know it until 10 or 15 years later, when it begins to look 
sickly. At this point, tree death is imminent. 

“You can avoid girdling roots right from the beginning,” according to Melissa L.eVangie, 
consulting arborist for Trees New England in Petersham, Massachusetts. She recommends 
looking for more than just a healthy tree canopy when you're shopping. Take a thorough 


look at the roots: Remove the tree from its pot, or open up the burlap ball Ifa tree has 


been confined for too long, the roots will have begun to grow in a circular pattern. Avoid Look before you 
purchasing a tree with circular root growth. Once you purchase a healthy tree, wash off all the soil before buy. Both trees and 
planting. “This will help the tree adapt more quickly to its new home,” Melissa says, "because it may have shrubs can have 


girdling roats—roots 
that grow in a circu- 
lar pattern around 
the trunk, creating 


been shipped from an area with a completely different soil type” Once the soil 1s washed off, look for any 
circular or girdling roots and prune them back. When you plant the tree, don't plant it too deep. A trec’s 
root flare (where the roots spread out at the base) should be visible at the soil surface If this 1s not the case, 


roots will often grow upward in search of oxygen, resulting in girdling a noose that slowly 
Staking is another cause of girdling roots. In fact, most arborists don't recommend staking unless you live cuts off the flow of 
in an extremely windy area. The roots of a staked tree are often weaker and won't be encouraged to grow water and nutrients. 


away from the trunk and out into the soil, which could then result in girdling roots. 
Too much mulch also encourages girdling roots. “You want a donut, not a volcano,” Melissa says. If you 


pile more than 2 to 3 inches of mulch on top of the ground, the tree roots become starved for oxygen. This 
| will cause them to grow up toward the surface level, leading to girdling 

There is always the potential for girdling to occur naturally You, however, don't have to contribute to the 
cause. Knowing what to watch out for is the best jump start to a healthy tree 
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DEER DINE ON: 
« ‘Annie’ autumn sage (Salvia greggii ‘Annie’, 
Zones 7-11) 


¢ ‘Black and Blue' salvia (S. guaranitica 
‘Black and Blue’, Zones 7-10) 

¢ ‘Coral' autumn sage (S. greggii ‘Coral’, 
Zones 7-11) 

« Purple sage (S. officinalis 'Purpurascens', 
Zones 5-8) 

¢ ‘Sierra San Antonio’ autumn sage 
(S. greggii ‘Sierra San Antonio’, Zones 7-11) 


__ DEER IGNORE: 


* Bog sage (S. uliginosa, Zones 8-11) 


Deer prefer certain salvias 


¢ ‘Hot Lips’ salvia (S. microphylla ‘Hot Lips’, 
Zones 7-9) 

¢ Mexican bush sage (S. /eucantha, 
Zones 9-11) 

e ‘Nuevo Leon’ autumn sage (S. greggii 
‘Nuevo Leon’, Zones 7-11) 


Who knows what makes one plant a deer's epicurean fantasy and another a 
bitter pill to swallow? Garden designer Rebecca Sweet has found that there 
are differences even within a plant genus. According to Rebecca, the key 

is to plant a variety of species and to replace the ones that get eaten with 
the ones that survive. In the garden in Los Altos Hills, California, profiled on 
page 64, Rebecca planted several species of salvia. Some proved delicious 
to deer, and others were left alone. Here is the breakdown of the results. Try 
a similar experiment in your garden, and let us know what happens. 


‘Powerline Pink’ salvia (S. spathacea 
‘Powerline Pink’, Zones 6-10) 

‘Winnifred Gilman’ salvia (S. clevelandii 
‘Winnifred Gilman’, Zones 8-10) 
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KEEP THEM OUT 


Without Changing Your View 


-your property with 
Virtually Invisible 


Deer Fencing Systems. 


Receive 10% off any purchase, 
just mention code FG001F 


Benners 
Craradens 
-since 1992- 


1-800-BIG-DEER 


BennersGardens.com 


reader service no. 91 


Diverse Selection 
of Rain Barrels & 
Compost Tumblers 


The Spruce Creek Rainsaver sets the standard 
for quality, function & attractive design. 


54 gallon barrels 
are suitable for 
home & garden 
settings that 
demand character. 
Always in stock, 
fully assembled 
& shipped via 
FedEx Ground 
for quick & 

easy setup. 


Plus: see our newest 
arrivals af econamical 
rain barrels including the 
= 


SpringSaver $a0Qa 99 ¥ 


barrel for just ~ = ad 


www.rainbarrel.net 
4-800-940-0187 


reader service no. 68 
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YOUR QUALITY SOURCE FOR RARE 
AND UNUSUAL HARDY PLANTS 


d 


Wildflower & 


Prairie Grass Seed 


www. prairiefrontier.com 


Waukesha, WI 53189 p 262-544-6708 _ 


We supply all of the components 


needed to build residential and 
commercial green roofs of any size, 
including specialized geotextiles and 
drainage substrates, engineered 
ultra-lightweight soils, and drought- 
resistant plants. We also custom- 
fabricate waterproofing membranes. 


(800) 477-7724 
www.conservationtechnology.com 


Why wait ten months? 
--) Now you can 
» have rich, 
dark compost 


Just toss fawn and kitchen scraps 
into the Compos-Tumbler, give 


sweet “ganlen gold”, 


Call: 1-800-880-2345 


ComposTumbler 1834 Freedom Rd 


Dept. 580310C 
www.compostumbler.com Lancaster, PA 17601 


See: | DURACELL 


The NEUTON® Battery-Powered Mower is the 
easy, reliable, quiet lawn mower — and the only 
mower powered by DURACELL® — 

the batteries trusted ; 
everywhere. : al 
neutorr 
So why struggle with a gas mawer? 


Get a FREE DVD & Catalog! 


ree 1-888-206-5476 


WWww.neutonmowers.com 
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Thinking about a green roof ? 


Three things to do before you start planting 


by Lucie L. Snodgrass 


“ECO ROOK" "live roof,” “planted roof,” “green roof'— 
enough roofs to drive you up one. Whatever you call 
it, the approach is the same: to plant directly onto a 
roof's surface. While that seems simple, the design and 
execution take some planning. 

A properly constructed green roof consists of several 
layers designed to protect your roof structure while 
retaining adequate soil and moisture for your plants. 
And it isn’t just for looks. A correctly installed green 
roof can reduce runoff and cool indoor temperatures. 
Cool, ecofriendly, and a new place to plant: It’s no 
wonder this idea is so popular. 


Fine Gardening | www. finegardening.com 


But before you scamper up a ladder to turn your 
unattractive flat or slightly pitched roof into a vibrant 
growing surface, before the medium or even a single 
plant is put in—consult the professionals. The planning 
and engineering required is well worth the investment 
when it's done right. 


KNOW YOUR RESTRICTIONS 

Lock into your zoning, neighborhood restrictions, and 
insurance coverage related to installing a green roof 
before any other action is taken. Because many 
neighborhood associations enforce uniformity of land- 
scape and architecture, your association may not permit 
installation of a visible green roof; it's best to ask before 


Like this look? 


Create this growing tapestry—or one like it—by 
selecting plants that are low maintenance, love the 
sun, and have shallow and drought-tolerant root 
systems. Choose a palette with contrasting colors 
and textures. Include plants with low-growth habits 
that provide year-round seasonal interest. It’s also 
smart to use plants that spread or self-sow; they 
will fill in fast, saving you time and money. 


CHIVES 

Name: Allium schoenoprasum 

(USDA Hardiness Zones 5-11) 

Why it works: Its short, bulbous 
root system tolerates dry, shallow soil. 
The lush green spikes add texture, 
and the pompon pink flowers add a 
sprinkle of color. 


‘FULDAGLUT’ SEDUM 

Name: Sedum spunum ‘Fuldaglut' 
(Zones 4-9) 

Why it works: It tolerates dry, shal- 
low sail. It has vigorous, mat-forming, 
bronze-red growth that is evergreen. 


‘ALBUS' MOTHER OF THYME 
Name: Thymus serpyilum ‘Albus’ 
(Zones 4-9) 

Why it works: Its shallow roots 
demand well-drained soil. It spreads and 
is easily divided to cover a large area. 
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Olallie Daylily Gardens 


Vermont Organic 
Field-grown 
Daylilies & 


= IS Hardy Iris 
—— 


129 Augur Hole Rd, SouthNewfane, VT 05351 
(802)348-6614 


daylilygarden.com 
Free Color Catalog 


Loss oa Aaa eT — 
Enjoy the shade and comfort by relaxing under 


one of our beautifully designed pergolas. i Pan a 
Offered in vinyl, fiberglass; cedar, and treated BAC KY RD ? 
pine, our kits add natural beauty to your 877.4 8 9.806 4 


outdoor space. Contact us today! www.backyardamerica,com 
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; ‘Steel or Bronze 
Lifesize Sculpture 
Denis Curtiss, Sculptor 
3 Carter Road {near Kent Falls) 
Cornwall Bridge, CT 860-927-3420 
www.DenisCurtissSculptor.com 
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Create harmony between 
your house and garden 


Julie Moir Messervy, award-winning landscape designer and 
Fine Gardening columnist, and Sarah Susanka, nationally 
recognized architect, combine forces to create a unique design 
tool that’s both inspiring and practical. 


} Outside the 
Not So Bi 


Outside the Not So Big House explores the relationship 
between house and landscape as no one else has. You'll see 
how beautifully seamless transitions between indoors and 
outdoors were created for different size and style homes 
from across the country. 


Order your copy today! 


Call 800-888-8286 
or visit www.Taunton.com/outside 
The Taunton Press 


[Inspiration for handson fiving® ©2006 The Taunton Press 
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DESIG N IDEAS continued trom page 74 


From foundation to foliage, every tier is essential 


A complete green roof consists of five layers. Installed correctly, these layers will protect your roof and mimic 
conditions found in nature, making it possible to transform your bare space into green space. 


ROOT-PERMEABLE 
FILTER LAYER 

The functions of this layer 
are to hold the growing medium 
in place and to prevent small 
particles from washing out to 
the drainage layer and clogging 
up the system. This simple 
mat filter can usually be 
incorporated with the 
drainage layer. << 


ROOF-DECK 
WATERPROOFING 
The base Is the most important 
element. its functions are to pre- 
vent water from leaking through 
your roof and to protect it from 
root penetration. Your current roof 
surface will probably suffice, but 
consult your roofing contractor to 
confirm that it's up to the job. 


you make the investment. Also, keep your insurance 
company aware of any structural alterations you make 
to your home. Because green-roof coverage is a gray 
area for most insurance companies, it is smart to keep 
the lines of communication open. 


MAKE SURE YOUR ROOF IS UP TO THE JOB 
First, evaluate the slope of your roof. Flat roofs are 
easier and less expensive to work with than sloped 
roofs, and some sloped roofs require a baffle system to 
hold the soil in place; an extremely steep pitch is not 
recommended for planting. 

Second, ask a structural engineer to determine 
whether the existing roof's load-bearing capacity is 
adequate; plan for an additional 24 pounds of weight 
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DRAINAGE SYSTEM 

The pitch of your roof will determine what type 
of drainage system you need. Systems vary 
from simple fabrics to ones that channel water 
through V-shaped troughs. An effective drain- 
age system will handle surface and subsurface 
water, transport excess water to gutters and 
downspouts, and provide aeration to roots. 


PLANTS 
Keep your 
palette to low- 
growing, low- 
maintenance 
plants. Stay 
away from 
deep-rooted, 
tall plant mate- 
rial that can dry 


a fire hazard. 


GROWING MEDIUM 
The growing medium 
retains moisture, drains 
excess water, provides 
and absorbs nutrients, 
and anchors plants, 
while keeping the struc- 
tural load as light as 
possible. You need no 
more than a 6-inch-thick 
layer of mostly inorganic 
medium; expanded clay 
and slate work well. 


per square foot. And inspect the roof for signs of 
damage and wear; mend or replace any area in question 
before proceeding with construction. 


CONSIDER MAINTENANCE AND ACCESS NEEDS 

Like inground gardens, rooftop landscapes require some 
maintenance. Plan how you will weed and water your 
plantings. Maintenance may not be the only reason you 
need to access the roof: A green roof may interfere with 
simple activities, like servicing the chimney, installing a 
satellite dish, or hanging Christmas lights. 


—Lucie Snodgrass is coauthor, with her husband, Edmund, 
of Green Roof Plants: A Resource and Planting Guide. 
They own Emory Knoll Farms in Street, Maryland. 
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Po Cae 


We Grow Beautiful Lawns. 


Espoma’s new All Natural Lawn Program helps prevent unsightly 
weeds from popping up in your lawn while it nourishes the grass 

so that it becomes more resistant to heat, drought and other stress. 
And because the products consist of 100% organic ingredients, 

they are safe for your family, your pets, and the environment. 
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Achillea (ah-KiLL-ee-ah), p. 66 

Achillea millefolium (ah-KiLL-ee-ah mil-ih-FOE- 
lee-um), p. 30 

Aeonium arboreum (ay-OH-nee-um ar-BOR- 
ee-um), p. 31 

Aesculus californica (ESS-kew-lus_ kal-ih-FOR- 
nih-kah), p. 14 

Agastache (ag-ah-STAK-ee), p. 26 

Alchemilla mollis (al-kem-ILL-ah MAWL-iss), p. 39 
Allium schoenoprasum (AL-ee-um skoy-no-PRAY- 
sum), p. 74 

Armeria maritima (ar-MARE-ee-ah mah-RIT-ih- 
mah), p. 30 

Artemisia (ar-tem-EE-zsah), p. 67 

Artemisia absinthium {ar-tem-EE-zsah ab-SIN- 
thee-um), p. 66 

Asclepias tuberosa (ah-SKLEE-pee-us too-ber- 
OH-sah), p. 28 

Aster (ASS-ter), p. 32 

Baptisia australis (hap-TEE-zsah oss-TRAL-iss), 
p. 28 

Berberis thunbergii (BER-ber-iss thun-BER-jee- 
eye), p. 66 

Buddleia (BUD-lee-ah), p. 70 

Calamagrostis < acutiflora (kal-ah-mah-GROS- 
tiss ex ah-kew-tin-FLOOR-ah), p. 66 
Callistemon (kal-iss-TEM-on), p. 66 

Camassia leichtlinii ssp. suksdorfii (kah-MASS- 
ee-ah lekt-LIN-ee-eye subspecies sooks- 
DORF-ee-eye), p. 51 

Campanula carpatica (kam-PAN-yew-lah_ kar- 
PAT-ih-kah), p. 30 

Ceanothus (see-ah-NO-thuss), p. 67 

Centranthus ruber (sen-TRAN-thus ROO-ber), p. 87 
Chasmanthium latifolium (kaz-MAN-thee-um lat- 
ih-FOE-lee-um), p. 27 

Chionodoxa forbesii (kee-on-oh-DOKS-ah for- 
BESS-ee-eye), p. 55 

Chondropetalum elephantinum (kon-dro-PET-ah- 
lum el-eh-fan-TY-num), p. 66 

Coreopsis verticillata (kor-ee-OP-sis ver-tiss-ill- 
AY-tah), p. 26 

Cornus (KOR-nus), p. 52 

Cosmos atrosanguineus (KOZ-mose ah-tro-san- 
GWIN-ee-us), p. 32 

Crambe cordifolia (KRAM-bee kor-dih-FOE- 
lee-ah), p. 38 

Craspedia globosa (kras-PEE-dee-ah glo-B0- 
sah), p. 38 

Crocosmia (kra-KOZ-mee-ah), p. 32 
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Daphne (DAF-nee), p. 14 

Delphinium (del-FiN-ee-um), p. 37 

Dicentra (dy-SEN-trah), p. 23 

Digitalis (dij-in-TAL-iss), p. 14 

Digitalis purpurea t. albiflora (dij-ih-TAL-iss per- 
per-EE-ah forma al-bih-FLOOR-ah), p. 29 
Dracunculus vulgaris (drah-KUNK-yew-lus vul- 
GAR-iss), p. 54 


{= 

Echinacea angustifolia (eh-kih-NAY-shah 
an-gus-tih-FOE-lee-ah), p. 30 

Echinacea purpurea (eh-kih-NAY-shah per-per- 
EE-ah), p. 32 

Echinops ritro (EK-in-ops RiT-tro), p. 29 
Echium candicans (EK-ee-um KAN-dih-kanz), 
p. 66 

Eremurus (err-eh-MURE-us), p. 53 

Euphorbia amygdaloides (yew-FOR-bee-ah 
ah-mig-dah-LOY-deez), p. 66 

Euphorbia characias (yew-FOR-bee-ah kar-AY- 
see-ess), p. 66 

Gaillardia (gay-LARD-ee-ah), p. 29 

Grevillea (grah-ViL-ee-ah), p. 31 

Gypsophila elegans (jip-SOF-ih-lah EL-eh-ganz), 
p. 39 

Hakonechloa macra (hak-on-eh-KLO-ah MAK- 
rah), p. 22 

Heuchera (HEW-ker-ah), pp. 23, 87 

Hosta (HOSS-tah), p. 26 

Hyacinthoides hispanica (hy-ah-sin-THOY-deez 
hiss-PAN-ih-kah), p. 52 

Hydrangea macrophylla {hy-DRAIN-jah mak-roe- 
FIL-ah), pp. 26, 27 

Hymenocailis (hy-men-oh-KAL-lis), p. 70 
Ipheion uniflorum (\F-ee-on yew-nih- 
FLOOR-um), p. 50 

Iris (EYE-riss), pp. 10, 87 

Iris sibirica (EYE-riss sih-BEER-ih-kah), p. 37 

Kalmia latifolia (KAL-mee-ah lat-ih-FOE-lee-ah), 
p. 14 

Lantana camara (lan-TAN-ah kah-MAR-ah), p. 14 

Lathyrus odoratus (LATH-ih-rus oh-dor-AY-tus), 
p. 39 

Lavandula (lah-VAN-dew-lah), p. 67 

Lavandula angustifolia (lah-VAN-dew-lah 
an-gus-tih-FOE-lee-ah), p. 66 

Lavandula dentata (lah-VAN-dew-lah den-TAY- 
tah), pp. 66, 69 

Lavandula heterophylla {lah-VAN-dew-lah het- 
er-oh-FiL-ah), p. 69 
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Lavandula < intermedia (lah-VAN-dew-lah ex | 
in-ter-MEE-dee-ah), p. 66 
Lavandula stoechas (lah-VAN-dew-lah STOY- J 
kas), p. 66 

Leonotus leonurus (lee-oh-NO-tus |ee-oh- 

NURE-us), p. 67 

Leucanthemum < superbum (lew-KAN-theh- 

mum ex soo-PER-bum), p. 21 

Leucojum aestivum (lew-KOE-jum ESS-tih-vum), 

p. 55 

Liquidambar syracifiua (lih-kwid-AM-bar sty- 
rah-SIH-floo-ah), p. 16 

Liriope muscari (lin-RY-oh-pee muss-KAR-ee), 

p. 60 

Liriope spicata (lih-RY-oh-pee spih-KAY-tah), 

p. 60 

Lysimachia nummularia (lye-sih-MAK-ee-ah 
num-yew-LAR-ee-ah), p. 62 


—M-P— 
Mazus reptans (MAY-zus REP-tanz), p. 60 
Melissa officinalis (mel-ISS-ah ah-fi-shi-NAH- 
lis), p. 42 
Mentha suaveolens (MEN-thah swah-vee-OH- 
lenz), p. 43 
Mimulus aurantiacus (MIM-yew-lus or-an-tee- 
AY-kus), p. 67 
Miscanthus sinensis (mis-KAN-thus sih-NEN- 
sis), p. 66 
Monarda (moe-NAR-dah), p. 26 
Muscari armeniacum (muss-KAR-ee ar-men-ee- 
AY-kum), p. 52 
Nepeta (NEP-eh-tah), p. 26 
Nepeta x faassenii (NEP-eh-tah ex fah-SEEN- 
ee-eye), p. 67 
Nerium oleander {(NEER-ee-um OH-lee-an-der), 
p. 14 
Ocimum basilicum (OH-sih-mum_ bah-SIL-ih- 
kum), p. 43 
Origanum majorana (oh-RIG-an-um may-jor-AY- 
nah), p. 31 
Paeonia (pay-OH-nee-ah), p. 35 
Panicum virgatum (PAN-ih-kum ver-GAY-tum), 
p. 28 
Parthenocissus quinquefolia (par-then-oh-SIS-us 
kwin-kweh-FOE-lee-ah), p. 14 
Pennisetum setaceum (pen-ih-SEE-tum sah- 
TAY-see-um), p. 69 
Penstemon {PEN-steh-mon), p. 28 
Penstemon barbatus (PEN-steh-mon bar-BAY- 
tus), p. 37 
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Pine Knot Farms Hellebores 
681 Rockchurch Road, Clarksville, Virginia 23927 


aN 


WORLD’S #1 TOP 
PLANT SUPPLY 


70 YEARS, unchaiienged, $5, 


World CHAMPION 


#1 Actiwalor, 


SUPERtHTIVER 


Species, Interspacios, Singles & Doubles by Colour 
www.pineknotfarms.com 
434-252-1990 
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RECOMMENDED 8 MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS, TVs, RADIOS E owinang Style Labels 100 For § 30.45 


USED BY 
FIVE U.S. DEPARTMENTS TO HELP WIN WORLD WAR Il 


THOUSANDS OF GOVERNMENTS, STATE UNIVERSITIES, LEADING 
Nu ARBORETUMS, BOTANICAL GAROENS, PARKS SYSTEMS 
U.S. STATES and CITIES IN MULTIPLE-DAUMS LOTS 
FLOWERING PLANTS SHOW WINNERS — “everywhere” 
HEALTHY, TOXICS-FAEE FOOOS GROWERS 


UNIQUE. Far easier plant success 


@_ INDOOR PLANTS 
Ly: To San MORE NEW FLOWERS and LEAVES, 
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- Tall Single Stal! Labels 100 Far $37.75 
- Flag Style Labels 100 For $30.25 to haul heavy loads by hand...or struggle 


- Small Plant Labels 100 For § 19.15 to move overloaded garden carts? 
= Wdeelo lela Henizeh Seles The DR® POWERWAGON has BIG 


- Miniature Labels ey ees | POWER-DRIVEN WHEELS; 
Made In U.S.A. with 100% American made products. 14 speeds & power 


Pnces Include Shipping and Handling reverse; powered ™y 
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Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
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www.DRpowerwagon.com 


Gated n-ne rn 


P.O. Box 93-FG 
Paw Paw, Michigan 49079-0093 
www.EverlastLabel.com 


Michigan residents add 6% sales tox. 
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) SUEBS Ye Help GERMINATION Parcentage and SPEED 
FARUER, BETTER YIELDS, Including Vegatablas 


Yo Moke QUICKER, deeper, TOUGHER TURF 
from SEED, SOD, Srelens, Sprige, HTDRO-cooding 


Charleston Gardens: 


ROMgaeNe’ Tauro 
11 KYOROPONICS 19 PROPAGATION 23 INTERIOASCAPING HOME AND GARDEN COLLECTION 


14 FIELO CROPS 20 ANTI-EAOSION 24 CUT FLOWERS 
1$ BONSAI 21 ENVIRONMENTAL 25 WEATHER DAMAGE 
16 TISSUE CULTURE IMPROVEMENT 26 WATER OARDENS 


AT CONSCIENTIOUS PLANT DEALERS WORLDWIDE 
Used, tioped to, and supplied by thousands of conscientious 
plant-selling firms. On every continent, withou! salesmen. 
REFUSE “just as good," false, cheaply made, 
unbalancing substitutes — often 991/2% water. 
NOTHING IS AT ALL “LIKE” 
SUPER thrive” 50 VITAMINS-HORMONES 
Made in U.S.A, by VITAMIN INSTITUTE “) 


12610 Saticoy Stree! South, North Hollywood, CA 91605 
Website www.superthrive.com 
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FREE CATALOG 800-469-0118 
WWW.CHARLESTONGARDENS.COM 
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Petroselinum crispum (peh-tro-seh-LEE-num 
KRIS-pum), p. 43 


Phaseolus lunatus (tah-SEE-oh-lus loo-NAY-tus), 
p. 22 


Phiomis fruticosa (FLOW-miss frew-tih-KOE- 
sah), p. 66 

Pieris japonica (pee-AlR-iss jah-PON-ih-kah), 
p. 14 


Polygonatum odoratum (pol-ig-on-AY-tum 
oh-dor-AY-tum), p. 27 


Potentilla neumanniana (po-ten-TIL-ah new- 
mahn-ee-AY-nah), p. 62 


=h-2— 
Rhododendron {roe-doe-DEN-dron), pp. 14, 52 
Ricinus communis (RY-sin-us kom-YEW-nis), 
p. 14 


Romneya coulteri (ROM-nee-ah COLT-er-eye), 
p. 67 

Rosmarinus officinalis (ross-mah-RYE-nus ob-fi- 
shi-NAH-lis), p. 66 

Rudbeckia (rud-BEK-ee-ah), p. 32 


Rudbeckia fulgida var. sullivantii (rud-BEK-ee-ah 
FULL-jih-dah variety sul-ih-VAN-tee-eye), p. 26 


continued trom page 78 


Salix babylonica var. pekinensis (SAY-liks bab- 
ih-LON-ih-kah variety pee-kin-EN-sis), p. 27 
Salvia (SAL-vee-ah), p. 69 


Salvia clevelandii (SAL-vee-ah kleev-LAND-ee- 
eye), pp. 66, 72 

Salvia greggii (SAL-vee-ah GREG-ee-eye), p. 72 
Salvia guaranitica (SAL-vee-ah gwar-an-IT-ih- 
kah), p. 72 

Salvia leucantha {SAL-vee-ah lew-KAN-thah), 
p. 72 

Salvia microphylla (SAL-vee-ah my-kro-FiL-ah), 
p. 72 


Salvia officinalis (SAL-vee-ah oh-fi-shi-NAH-lis), 


p. 72 

Salvia spathacea (SAL-vee-ah spath-ah-SEE- 
ah), p. 72 

Salvia uliginosa (SAL-vee-ah yew-lig-in-OH- 
sah), p. 72 

Santolina chamaecyparissus (san-toe-LEE-nah 
kam-ah-sip-ar-ISS-us), p. 66 

Santolina rosmarinifolia (san-toe-LEE-nah ross- 
mah-rin-ih-FOE-lee-ah), p. 69 

Scabiosa columbaria (skab-ee-OH-sah kol-um- 
BAR-ee-ah), p. 39 


Sedum (SEE-dum), p. 32 
Sedum acre (SEE-dum AY-ker), p. 62 


Sedum spurium (SEE-dum SPUR-ee-um), 
pp. 63, 74 


Stachys byzantina (STAK-iss by-zan-TEEN-ah), 
p. 66 


Stokesia laevis (sto-KEE-see-ah LAY-viss), p. 21 


Teucrium chamaedrys (TEW-kree-um kam-EE- 
driss), p. 66 


Thymus x citriodorus (TY-mus ex sih-tree-oh- 
DOOR-us), p. 41 


Thymus doerfleri (TY-mus DOOR-flur-eye), p. 60 
Thymus serphyllum {(TY-mus_ sir-FiL-um), 

pp. 60, 74 

Tricyrtis (try-SIR-tiss), p. 29 

Trifolium repens (try-FOE-lee-um REE-penz), 

p. 63 


Tropaeolum majus (troe-pay-OH-lum MAY-jus), 
p. 41 


Veronica spicata (ver-ON-ih-kah spih-KAY-tah), 
pp. 21, 38 
Viburnum (vy-BURN-um), p. 52 


Zantedeschia aethiopica (zan-teh-DES-kee-ah 
ay-thee-OP-ih-kah), pp. 31, 37 
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The USDA plant hardiness zone map 

The zones stated in Fine Gardening are based on several sources and should be treated as general 
guidelines when selecting plants for your garden. Many other factors may come into play in deter- 
mining healthy plant growth. Microclimates, wind, soil type, soil moisture, humidity, snow, and win- 
ter sunshine may greatly affect the adaptability of plants. For more information and to zoom in on 
your area, visit the map online at www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html. 
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Average Annual Minimum Temperature 


Temperature (C) 
-45.6 and Below 


Temperature (F) 


7} Below -50 


-42.8 to -45.5 -45 lo -50 
-40.0 10 -42.7 -40 10-45 

-37.3 0 -40.0 | -35 10-40 
+345 10-372 -30 to -35 
-31.7 19-344 -25 to -30 
+289 lo -316 } -20 to -25 
-262to 28.8 -15 to -20 i 
-23.4 lo -26.1 -10 to -15 / 
-20.6 10 -23.3 -5 10-10 H 
-17.8 fo -20.5 | 0to-5 
“15.00 -17.7 5t00 i 
-12.3 to -15.0 10105 ; 
-9.5 10 -12.2 1510 10 : 
-6.7 fo -9.4 20 !0 15 H 
3.910 -6.6 25 10 20 ! 
-1.2 to -3.8 30 fo 25 

1.6 to -1.1 35 10 30 

4401.7 40 10 35 

4.5 and Above 4} 40 and Above 


Map: courtesy of the Agricultural Research Service. USDA 


Keep your Fine Gardening 
back issues looking brand new. 


REDWOOD OR ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSES 


Store your treasured copies of Fine Gardening 
in slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in gold, 
each case holds more than a year’s worth of 
Fine Gardening. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 
$49.95 for 6). 


Plus shipping and handling. Payable in U.S. funds. 


AMERICAS BEST VALUE- ALL BOLT CONSTRUCTION 
FREE CATALOG 800.544.5276 OR WWW.SBGREENHOUSE.COM 


SANTA BARBARA GREENHOUSES 
721 RICHMOND AVE SE, OXNARD, CA 93030 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the 
U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 
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Your Garden’s Best Friend 


Garden Furnishings 
= 603.583.4517 


Ute BLUESTONE’ 


ne | A PERENNIALS 


DEER 4 /BUSTERS 


THE MOST TRUSTED RESOURCE FOR DEER FENCING 


Sie 


=~ ss 


~ _- ey 


Over 25 Years Expariae 


; Me STRENGTH Let us help get your garden blooming. We grow and ship over 1,000 
Hag yee ee varieties of lovely perennials, shrubs and ornamental grasses. 
° FREE Samples Request your free color catalog today! 


FREE Shipping on orders over $100 


1.989°49919949 7211 Middle Ridge, Suite 110, Madison, OH 44057 


www.bluestoneperennials.com 1-800-852-5243 


www.deerbusters.com 


reader service no. 13 reader service no. 26 
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MILLSTONES 
Perfect for 
Fountains, Patios, 


Door Steps 
lots of sizes & prices 
mainemillstones.com 
207-633-6091 


Unusual 


Enhance Your |Farm.s sates, 
M 


re Garden 
=~ Keep Bees 


¢ Best Quality « Best Service « Best Support « 


Beseks, Ch oed Contact us for 


- 4 free catalog 


Earth Consclous 
Garden & Home 


THE ROOT OF YOUR HOME 
fromfarmtomarket.com/fg 


DNS ns 


# native & unusual plants 
& quality shipping year-round 


grow wild 
with natives! 


Catalog on request 919-967-0078 
1111 Dawson Rd, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 


www. NicheGardens.com \ 


= 


ny: ou ata 
ymounta 


Hardy Perennial 


Orchids 


www. WildOrchidCompany.com 
Tel (215) 297-5053 


DAHLIAS DAHLIAS 
Top quality, 200 varieties. Our 90th year! 
FERNCLIFF GARDENS 
Box 66, Sumas, WA 98295 


For our FREE color catalog 
Tel: 604-826-2447 


www.ferncliffgardens.com 


Lady’s Slippers, 
Calanthe species, 
Bletilla species*, Grass 
Pink, Spiranthes, etc. 
*Retail and Wholesale. 


ALPINE BALCONY GERANIUMS of EUROPE 
Alpine geraniums—12 varieties plus mixed. 
FREE BROCHURE—ONLINE CATALOG = Sno to con! menial US, Marcn-May. 
www.wheelerfarmgardens.com 

Come visit our larga Japanese Garden 


WHEELER FARM GARDENS 
171 Bartlet Stree, Portland, CT 06480 
1-888-Geranium (437-2648) of 860-342-2374 


Largest selection of Plant Markers [ 
on the Web. Free Catalog! 
928-282-1049 
Orion Garden Markers 
www. gardenmarker.com 


YNUTRI-CAL 


Organically Complexed 
LIQUID CALCIUM 


ARCHITECTURAL ARBORS 


Fights Calcium Related Disorders 
In Fruits & Vegetables 

Used by Professionals for Over 30 Years! 
www.nutri-cal.com 

800-247-2480 


CSI Corporation « 10980 NE Hubbell Rd. 
Bondurant, IA 50035 


Grown and made in USA 


sens 
AUER-JORDAN 
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Go online for product 


information 


Find our advertisers’ web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at 


www.finegardening.com/readerservice 


Gardening. 


Keep back issues looking new in slipcases. 
Bound in dark green and embossed in gold, 
each case holds more than a year's worth of 
Fine Gardening. 

$8.95 ea., plus S/H, 

payable in U.S. funds. 
Product #041050 


To order call: 1-800-888-8286 
or go 10 FineGardening.com 


classified 


The Classified rate ts $6.00 per word, minimum 15 words. 
Payment must accompany order. Send to Fine Gardening 
Classified Ads, P.O. Box 5506 Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. Fax to 203-270-6310, or email to 
ads@taunton com The deadline for the May/June 2010 
issue is February 3, 2010. 


GARDEN HONEYBEE HIVE. Beautiful top-bar design 
Includes stand, veil, feeder, hive tool. Solid brass fittings. 
www thegardenhive.com 


GROW HALF-DOLLAR-SIZE MUSCADINES and 
blackberries. 200 varieties fruit, nut trees. Free catalog 
1-800-733-0324. ISON'S NURSERY, PO Box 190, 
Brooks, GA 30205. www.isons.com 


TOPIARY FRAMES, send SASE for brochure. CLIFF 
FINCH'S ZOO, P.O. Box 54, Friant, CA 93626. 
(559) 822-2315. www.topiaryzoo.com 


TOUGH GREENHOUSE PLASTICS; pond liners. Re- 
sists hailstones, FREE samples Box 42FG, Neche, ND 
58265. (204) 327-5540. www.northerngreenhouse.com 
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RPrigWorks « 


| 


FREE CATALOG 
ww. dripworks, com 800°522°3747 
DRIP IRRIGATION FOR ALL TYPES OF GARDENS 
Shop online for Quality Products & Kits 
FREE DESIGN SERVICE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE = ONLINE VIDEOS 
aniine stare WWW.dripworks.com oS 


WWW. pentane com 


pronounced “skwim” catalog $2 | 
S5OO N. at Ave., Sequim, WA 98382 


Fully Assembled! 


Old Fashioned Cedar Garden Swing 
¥ Curved Seat and Backs 
¥ No Need for Cushions 
Four seat options availabic in our 
NEW 2 seat model 
Also available; 
¥ Porch Swings 
¥ Free Brochure 
JUST LIKE IN GRANDMA'S DAY 
1(800) 255-7119 
www.denyllenterprises.ca 


" pendulous tema Com 


Ylnusual be Gx eplional 
Waging Ornamentals: 
- family business 


- greal service 
- quality lees 


- shipped in pol 
- garden focal point 
- aflordable sizes 


take your garden to the next levell 
rl 
—_——————— 


Online catalog only: 
www.pendulousplants.com 


Our harps sing 
in the breeze! 


Enjoy 
your harp as the centerpiece 
of your garden. patio or deck. 


Mohican Wind Harps 
buildes/des:gner of outdoor metal harp sculptures 
that are played by the breeze! 


Prices $450 and up 
i gal Send $2 for catalog at $10 for catalog and CD to 
- Mohican Wind Harps 2415 Ce 377. 
Loudamuille, Ohio 44842 = 419-363-3415 


www.mohicanwindharps.com 


High Country Roses 
Beautiful, Hardy Roses 
for Tough Climates! 


www.highcountryroses.com 
web specials! 


PO Box 148 
Jensen, Utah 84035 


1-800-552-2082 


$52.40 PPD. 
17°H x 244"L x 64°W 
2 Lamp 20 Watt Fixture 
VISA/MC/DISCOVER 
FREE CATALOG 


IGS 
P.O. BOX 527-GF 
DEXTER, M! 48130 
Phone (800) 823-5740 
Fax (866) 823-1978 


indoorgardensupplies.com 


tee 


Huge Selection of Beautiful Coleus 
Over 300 Varieties 
www. RosyDawnGardens.com 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 
OVER 250 VARIETIES DESCRIBED 


FANCY HIBISCUS 


1142 SW 1 Avenue 
Pompano Beach, FL 
33060-8706 


\www.fancyhibiscus.com _/ 
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al Nurseries Caroliniana | 
RARE PLANTS 
NEW Red Flowering Tea Olive 
— Ist USA offering! 
1500 selections of woodies & perennials 


www.nurcar.com 
803-279-2707 


DEER « RABBITS « ELK 


ORGANIC 
SS 


MOST EFFECTIVE - LONGEST LASTING 
For our DEALER LOCATOR, FAQs, testimonials or 
to order online, visit www.plantskydd.com 

CALLTOLL FREE 1-800-252-6051 


www.bloomriver.com 


Oregon-Grown Specialty Plants from 
BLOOM RIVER GARDENS 


Japanese Maples Wisteria Dwarf Conifers 
Unique trees & shrubs Blueberries Daylilies 
(541) 726-8997 


SANDY MusH Hers NurseERY 
1600 Herbs, Decorative 
Perennials, Trees, 
Scented Geraniums & Natives 


Send $5 for Handbook/Catalog ta: 
Depr. TP9, 316 Surrett Cove Rd 
ferred NC 28748-5517 

wiew.sandymushherbs.com 


COPPER LANDSCAPE LIGHTS 
Semd for cur free colon brochure 


Doner Design Inc., Dept FG-410 
2175 Beaver Valley Pike, New Providence, PA 17560 
(717) 786-8891 
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Now it’s easy to track 
what's in your garden, 
where it’s planted, 


and how to 
care for it! 


Reader 
Advertiser Service Web Address 
No. 


Arbors & Trellises / Fences & Gates 


Auer-Jordan 35 www.arbororiginal.com 
Bamboo & Rattan 29 www.bambooandrattan.com 
BrattleWorks 93 www.brattleworks.com 
Sycamore Creek 7 www.sycamorecreek.com 


Books & Travel 
Coopersmith's Gardens 

of the World 40 
Garden Scribe 5 
Hydrangea Farm Nursery 90 
Bulbs & Seeds 


Garden in the Koop, Inc. 67 


www.coopersmiths.com 
www.gardenscribe.com 


www.hydrangeafarm.com 


www.inthekoop.com 
John Scheepers, Inc. 10 www.johnscheepers.com 


Johnny's Selected 


Seeds 23 www.johnnyseeds.com 
Prairie Frontier www.pralriefrontier.com 
Select Seeds 18 www.heirloomtlowerseeds.com 


Containers, Window Boxes, Markers 
Hooks & Lattice 92 
Orion Garden Markers 16 
Paw Paw Everlast 

Label Co. 34 


www.hooksandlattice.com 


www.gardenmarker.com 


www.everlastlabel.com 


Fertilizers / Soil Products | 


www.compostumbler.com 


ComposTumbler 76 
The Espoma 

Company 60 www.espoma.com 
Nutri-Cal 68 www.nutri-cal.com 
Osmocote www plantersplace.com 
Physan 20 74 www.physan.com 
The Vitamin Institute 11 www.superthrive.com 
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—_____ PHYSAN 20 
MULTI-DISEASE CONTROL 
FOUNTAINS, ORCHIDS, 
ROSES AND HARDSCAPE 
Cost effective and biodegradable 
Ordering and Dealer information: 
Maril Products 


320 West 6" Street 
Tustin, CA 92780 


800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 


Page # 


: Advertiser 


See ad Index below for reader service number. 


Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 


and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


Reader 


Plus shipping and handling. Payable in U S. Funds. 


Keep your Fine Gardening 
back issues looking brand new. 


Store your treasured copies of Fine Gardening in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
holds more than a year’s worth of Fine Gardening. 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the U.S. 


Service Web Address Page # 

5 No. 
/ Garden Art 
Denis Curtiss Sculptor 37 www.deniscurtisssculptor.com p. 75 
: Douglas Fey Pottery 39 www.douglasfeypottery.com p. 13 
: From Farm to Market www.fromfarmtomarket.com/fg p. 82 
: Garden Artisans www.gardenartisans.com p. 24 
Maine Millstones www.mainemillstones.com p. 82 
: Martha Knouss 
: WaterColours 62 www.marthaknouss.com p.7 
: Millstones.com 45 www. millstones.com p. 17 
i Mohican Wind Harps 14 www.mohicanwindharps.com p. 83 
| Greenhouses ul 

; BC Greenhouse 
: Builders, Ltd. 52 www.bcgreenhouses.com p.7 
i Florian Greenhouse 49 www. fioriangreenhouse.com p.9 
: The Greenhouse Catalog 28 www.greenhousecatalog.com p. 33 
Hartley Botanic www. hartleybotanic.com p. 2-3 
i Santa Barbara 
z Greenhouses 54 www.sbgreenhouse.com p. 81 
: Sturdi-Built Greenhouses 36 www.sturdi-built.com p. 17 
: Handtools / Garden Accessories 
Bag Balm www.bagbalm.com p.9 
: Brushy Mountain 
Bee Farm 57 www.brushymountainbeefarm.com  p. 82 
: Master Gardening.com 12 www.mastergardening.com p. 33 
: Irrigation & Growlights 
i Drip Works www.dripworks.com p. 83 
i Indoor Gardening 
; Supplies 56 www. indoorgardensupplies.com p. 83 
i Rainforest Ecological 
: Sprinklers 63 www. rainforestsprinklers.com p. 79 
: Resource Con. Tech. www.conservationtechnology.com pp. 24 


p. 79 
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SYCAMORE 
CREEK 


Handcrafted Copper 
Garden Furnishings 
Trellises 


Arbors 
Obelisks 
Plant Stakes 
Custom Designs 
(518) 398-6393 


Reader 
Advertiser Service Web Address Page # 
No. 
Spruce Creek Company 66 www. rainbarrel.net p. 73 
3R Lighting 17 www. 3rlighting.com p. 85 


Landscaping Products / Services 


Bartlett Tree Experts 38 www.bartlett.com p. 20 
Doner Design, Inc. 43 p. 83 
DR Power Equipment www.drpowerwagon.com p. 79 
Resource Conservation 

Technology www.conservationtechnology.com pp. 73 
Spring Saver Rain Barrel 65 www.springsaver.com p. 13 
Outdoor Furniture & Accessories 
Charleston Gardens 85 www.charlestongardens.com p. 79 
Denyll Enterprises 74 www.denyllenterprises.ca p. 83 
Golden Teak 41 www.goldenteak.com/fg p. 33 
Outdoor Structures 
Backyard America, Inc. 22 www.backyardamerica.com p.75 
Garden Sheds 89 www.gardensheds.com p. 20 
Pest & Weed Control _-= j iz 
Benner's Gardens 91 www.bennersgardens.com p. 73 
Deer Busters 13 www.deerbusters.com p. 81 
| Must Garden 24 www.imustgarden.com p. 11 
Plantskydd Repellent 73 www.plantskydd.com p. 83 
Specialty Agricultural 

Products 27 www.nodeer.com p.17 
Weed Dragon 64 www.weeddragon.com p. 83 
Plants / Trees / Shrubs 
Bluestone Perennials 26 www.bluestoneperennials.com p. 81 
Greer Gardens 44 www.greergardens.com p. 75 
The Grower's Exchange 20 www.thegrowers-exchange.com p33 
Niche Gardens 84 www.nichegardens.com p. 82 
Nurseries Caroliniana 86 www.nurcar.com p. 83 


www.3rlighting.com 


The 3R Lighting Company carries 
Organic Fertilizers, Aerogardens, 
Indoor Garden Supplies, 
Growlights, Hydroponic Systems 


Delivered Prices 


Secure On-Line Ordering 


o Ne esueceneecacenesasennecntsrasessnangucsenensetatnacsarererssnses 


See ad index below for reader service number. 


DAHLIAS DIRECT 
FROM THE GROWER! 


877-4-DAHLIA 


FREE SHIPPING ON DAHLIA 
TUBER ORDERS OVER $50.00 


www.dahliabarn.com 


Reader 

Advertiser ane Web Address Page # 
PendulousPlants.com 31 www.pendulousplants.com p. 83 
Pine Knot Farms 32 www.pineknotfarms.cam p. 79 
Proven Winners 77 www.provenwinners.com/idea113  p.9 
Proven Winners 78 www.provenwinners.com/idea113p. 11 
Proven Winners 79 www.provenwinners.com/idea113_p. 13 
Rarefind Nursery 2 www.rarefindnursery.com p. 73 
Sandy Mush Herb 

Nursery www.sandymushherbs.com p. 83 
Santa Rosa Gardens 46 www.santarosagardens.com p.7 
Sequim Rare Plants 33 www.sequimrareplants.com p. 83 
Wheeler Farm Gardens 87 www.wheelerfarmgardens.com p. 82 
White Flower Farm 81 www.whiteflowerfarm.com p. 19 


Power Equipment 


DR Power Equipment 


? DR Power Equipment 


| Specialty Plants 


www.drchipper.com 


www.neutonmowers.com 


i Bloom River Gardens 


; Dahlia Barn 82 
: David Austin Roses, Ltd. 25 
i Essence of the Tree 9 
: Fancy Hibiscus 3 
Ferncliff Gardens 88 
Flaming's Flower Fields 53 
: High Country Roses 47 
Oakes Daylilies 80 
Olallie Daylily 
Gardens 19 
Rosy Dawn Gardens 
Schreiner’s Gardens 50 
? Wild Orchid Company 83 
i Witherspoon Rose 
: Culture 42 


www.bloomriver.cam 
www.dahliabarn.cam 
www.davidaustinrosas.com 
www.essenceofthetree.com 
www.fancyhibiscus.com 
www. ferncliffgardens.com 
www. flamingsflowers.com 
www.highcountryroses.com 
www.oakesdaylilies.com 


www.daylilygarden.com 
www.rosydawngardens.com 
www.schreinersgardens.com 


www.wildorchidcompany.com 


www.witherspoonrose.com 
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TALKIN’ DIRT WITH... 


“Roly-Poly” 


A GUERRILLA GARDENER FROM LOS ANGELES EXPLAINS WHY SHE GARDENS 
ON LAND THAT ISN’T HERS AND WHAT HER MOM THINKS ABOUT IT 


How did you get started as a guerrilla gardener? Our first 
garden was an event for someone's birthday. We wanted to do 
something other than going out to spend lots of money. 


What qualifies as “guerrilla gardening”? The definition we've 
been using is “the illicit cultivation of someone else's land.” We try 
to find what we call “orphaned land"—property whose owner- 
ship isn't clear. It could be the city of Los Angeles that owns it or 
it could be the Highway Patrol. And because it’s this no-man’s- 
land, no one takes care of it because they think someone else is 
supposed to do that. So when we come in and garden there, one 
agency thinks the other one did it. And they don’t take it out. 


How formal of an organization is this? Do you have bylaws and 
secret handshakes? No, not at all. My partner, “Mr. Stamen,” 
and I sort of run it. We have over 600 volunteers that subscribe 
to our Web site. But that doesn’t necessarily mean we have 
600 people actually going out and getting their hands dirty. So 
it is an organized group, but it’s very laid-back. 


So why do you do all this? Some people use it as a political 
statement to say, “I can take ownership; I'm a citizen, 
and I can do what I want.” But my partner and I do it 
for the community aspect of it. It’s a great way to 
meet people that you normally wouldn't meet. 
We've had so many people who have walked by 
and asked, “Who are you? Do you work for the 
city?” And we say, “No. We're just volunteers. 
We wanted to make our city look a little 
nicer.” And they respond with “Thank you 

so much” and “How can | help?” People 

then start watering the plants on their 

way to work or school. 


Is it just put-the-plants-in-and-leave, or 
do you go back and maintain them? 
We maintain them. We plant a lot of 
succulents and things that 
are drought tolerant, 
so there isn’t a lot of 
maintenance. But 
that's a key part of 
guerrilla gardening, 
too: You can’t just 
throw in a plant and 
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then walk away. Otherwise, we're creating the same thing that 
was before: dead plants, leaves, and trash everywhere. 


Is there a law against what you do? “Thou shalt not plant,” or 
“Thou shalt not randomly beautify”? There isn't a specific one, 
but it is technically considered vandalism. 


Have you had any run-ins with the police? We've only had a 
police officer stop at one of our gardens. He got out and said, 
“What are you guys doing?" And we said, “We're gardening.” 
He said, “OK. That's great.” Then he left. 

But we do have a sister group of high schoolers down in 
South Central, and they were stopped by the police and heavily 
questioned. It was in the middle of the day, and I think it was 
a bad place to be at a bad time. They were kids, sitting there 
with shovels, a bag of sod, a bag of compost, and some plants. 
But they looked scared when the cop came up, so I think he 
thought they were up to something different than just garden- 
ing. Ultimately, their teacher showed up, and they were let go. 
But they weren't able to plant there. 


What is the biggest misconception about guerrilla 

gardening? That it is hard. Actually, it is as easy 

as finding a place you can put a seed in the 

ground. You don't have to have a big group, and 
you don't have to sign up 15 other people. 


What do your parents think about you 
being a guerrilla gardener? Actually my 
mom is an avid gardener—always has been. 
And when she saw a picture of my brother 
and me gardening, she called and said, “I 
can't believe it. How many years did I beg 
you guys to come out and help me weed, 
and you would never do it? And now you've 
started this organization.” She has actually been 
on a mission with us. 


So you've corrupted your 
mother? | have. | have. 


Interview conducted by 
Steve Aitken, editor. 


Photo: courtesy of Bonnie Hawthorne 


4) Heuchera 
(Heuchera cv., USDA 
Hardiness Zones 3-8) 


2) ‘Cherub’s Smile’ iris 
(iris ‘Cherub’s Smile’, 
Zones 3-9) 


ji - 3) White valerian 
. (Centranthus ruber* 
: th ‘Albus’, Zones 5-8) 
‘ 


71, $4 WCONDITIONS) Full sun; 
wf) well-drained soil 


Photo taken at Deepwood 
Historic Estate in Salem, Oregon 
Photo by Susan A. Roth 


*See invasive alert on page 14. 
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So many pots, so little time! 


Osmocote® PotShots™ are pre-measured plant food nuggets that 
continuously deliver nine essential nutrients straight to the root zone. 
full months. No mess, no climbing to feed hard-to-reach pots once a 
month — just beautiful, vibrant plants all season long. Think of it as 
nutrition with convenience, and best of all it’s from Osmocote, the 
gardening experts you've grown to trust. 
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